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FOREWORD

This book "The Divine Donor" is a free translation 

of Prof. V. K. Chorghade's 'Dhanayogi'  written and 

published in Marathi in 1967. It is rendered in the English 

language by Mrs. V. K. Bhagat with a mystic motivation 

that those who do not know Marathi may be able to 

comprehend and contemplate on the life-style of D. 

Laxminarayan whose birth centenary falls on January 13, 

1977.

Casually, when Mrs. Bhagat and Dr. K. P. Bhagat, 

Principal, Christ College, Cuttack, Orissa State, visited us 

on 'Sharad Purnima' night at our residence, a pointed 

reference was made by her about the non-availability and 

hence desirability of a biography of D. Laxminarayan in 

the English language. So I suggested to her that if she 

could bridge that gap by providing such a biography the 

Executive Council of Nagpur University may sanction it. 

Mrs. Gohokar agreed with my suggestion and
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encouraged  Mrs. Bhagat to take up the task immediately.

I further advised her that if my suggestion appealed 

to her literary taste and talent she would do well to consult 

Prof. Chorghade and if he gave his consent she may 

proceed to undertake the translation of Dhanayogi 

forthwith.

Evidently Mrs. Bhagat took my administrative 

advice with portentious seriousness and the next day 

consulted Prof. Chorghade who courteously consented not 

only to permit her to translate but read her translation into 

to. After consent was accorded by him she reported it to 

me. I further advised her to forward a formal application to 

the Executive Council of Nagpur University through the 

Registrar for its sanction to publish the English translation 

of Dhanayogi as an aesthetic appreciation during the 

Centenary Celebrations in the month of January, 1977. 

Surprisingly this suggestion also she inferentially 

implemented the next day.

With the momentous mission of dedication and 

unusual urgency she commenced her translation task on 

October 8, 1976 and the University Executive Council 

considered her petition and sponsored her translation. 

Accordingly the Registrar obtained written permission 

from Prof. Chorghade, the original author and Dr. V. M. 

Dokras, Principal,

V. R. College of Engineering, enabling Mrs. Bhagat to 

undertake the project. It is commendable that Mrs. Bhagat 

against many odds pursued her assignment assiduously, 

ardently and admirably within sixty-six days. Through 

Mrs. Bhagat's concise compilation it is expected that the 

non-Marathi audience will imitate the life-pattern of 

Laxminarayan and philanthrophize in the support of 

educational institutions including the Nagpur University.

I have gone through the entire typescript of Mrs. 

Bhagat's 'The Divine Donor'. I am happy to record that her 

diction is lucid and the quality of her translation is 

authentic bearing the marks of excellence. Her choice of 

appropriate words and sentence-structuring are scholarly. 

I was dubious initially that it may not be possible for her to 

complete her assignment in such a short period of time.

For her outstanding and meritorious linguistic 

attainment  I cannot but congratulate her heartily as it 

turned out to be beyond my expectation. I earnestly hope 

that Mrs. Bhagat will continue her literary enthusiasm and 

pursue her penetrating pen to produce monumental 

monograms for the enlightenment of the audience in 

Maharashtra in particular and India in general.
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If  'The Divine Donor' inspires others to emulate the 

iridescent example of the philosophy of philanthrophy of 

D. Laxminarayan during his Birth Centenary 

Celebrations the purpose of its composition and 

publication would be eminently appropriated. 

Longfellow has well capitulated that "Lives of great men 

all remind us; we may make our lives sublime; and 

departing leave behind us foot-prints on the sands of 

time".

D. Y. Gohokar

Vice-Chancellor,

Nagpur University, Nagpur.

Vice-Chancellor's Residence,

Amravati Road, Nagpur.

December 13, 1976.

P R E F A C E

In the ensuing pages an endeavour is engineered to 

transliterate Prof. V. K. Chorghade's book Dhanayogi 

originally written in the Marathi language. The aim in 

writing and publishing it in English under the title "The 

Divine Donor" is to pay a tribute to Rao Saheb D. 

Laxminarayan, on the ostentatious occasion of his 

Centenary Celebrations on January 13, 1977, sponsored 

by the Nagpur University.

From the time I have migrated to Nagpur in 1967 I 

have been privileged to attend each year, the Founder's 

Day Function on the 30th September at the D. 

Laxminarayan Institute of  Technology, Nagpur. While 

listening to an inspiring discourse by Hon'ble Justice 

Kambli on the 30th September, 1976, at the L.I.T. the 

dormant desire to detect and dissect the secret of 

Laxminarayan's stupendous success in life bubbled to the 

surface. So when I searched for materials on the life of this 

pioneering, phenomenal philanthropist I came across, 

Writings and speeches of Rao Saheb D. Laxminarayan,
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published on the 1st August, 1920, by Aryabhushan Press 

of Poona.

After orbiting, as it were supersonically, for a 

deservingly documented biography of Laxminarayan in 

the English language, I landed in  no man's land because 

no such biography exists yet. May be some day, God 

willing, fortune will smile at me enabling me to present to 

my readers such a biography. Meanwhile, I pounced on 

Prof. V. K. Chorghade's Dhanayogi in Marathi.

With this far-fetched, fascinating frame of reference 

on the smiling silvery moon-lit night of Sharad Purnima, 

together with my husband, I was privileged to be in the 

gracious company of Dr. and Mrs. D. Y. Gohokar. The 

venue was their multi-coloured and yet gorgeously green 

garden at the Vice-Chancellor's residence near Amravati 

Road. As the casual conversation converged on a higher 

plane I happened to poignantly point out that it was indeed 

surprising, if not shocking, that no scholar had found time 

to undertake writing Laxminarayan's biography in the 

English language.

Without the slightest hesitation, Dr. Gohokar, the 

Vice-Chancellor, acknowledged the lachrymose lacuna 

and countenanced me with a challenging suggestion as to 

why I should not, to start with, translate Prof. Chorghade's 

'Dhanayogi' into English.

With a sense of earnestness he entreated me to consult 

Prof. Chorghade, obtain his consent, apply to the 

Registrar for sponsorship as a part of the Centenary 

Celebrations of Laxminarayan in January, 1977. If Prof. 

Chorghade was inspired to compose and complete his 

"Dhanayogi" through enlightenment under the 

Ashwattha tree in Kamptee's residence of D. 

Laxminarayan, the Vice-Chancellor's congenial, coaxing 

confrontation in his garden coupled with the serene 

Sharad Purnima, the amorous full-moon, served as a 

catalyst for the embryonic conception of 'The Divine 

Donor'. If the Scientist-cum-technologist is inspired to 

telescopically tamper with the shrouded secrets of 

biology on the moon, the literati is inspired to placidly 

probe into the secrets of success of great luminaries 

through the bewildering and enchanting moon-light.

Accordingly on the forenoon of the 7th October, 

1976, I sauntered into Prof. Chorghade's office on the first 

floor of the Nagpur University Library Building. There 

the majestic maestro was silently sitting in a sage-like 

posture at his desk pouring over some manuscript. Upon 

being asked to be seated in a chair opposite him I briskly 

broached the subject of translating his 'Dhanayogi' into 

English. Surprisingly and stimulatingly he recalled my 

meeting him years ago in Ahmednagar
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College, Ahmednagar, when he was the guest of honour at 

the Annual College Function. Most graciously he gave his 

consent and blessed my project. Elated, and having 

purchased a copy of his book, I started out thankfully and 

returned home.

Hurriedly, I browsed through the book and typed 

my application to the Registrar for sponsorship of my 

project by the Nagpur University authorities. As it were 

electrified by the fermenting tryst with destiny, I drove 

my car to the University and entered the Registrar's 

Office. Shri B. Y. Aher, the Registrar, was in the midst of a 

magnificent obsession with the escalating piles of files on 

both sides of his desk. I hastily handed over my 

application to him.

With the assurance from Dr. Gohokar, the Vice-

Chancellor, encouragement from elegantly charming 

Mrs. Gohokar, consent from Prof. Chorghade and co-

operation from Shri B. Y. Aher, the Registrar, I launched 

my project prayerfully. Through elaborate efforts for a 

little over two months I am now presenting providentially 

"The Divine Donor", a short life-sketch of D. 

Laxminarayan to my readers.

I am deeply indebted to Dr. D. Y. Gohokar, the Vice-

Chancellor, the Registrar and the Members of the 

Executive Council of Nagpur University for

sponsoring the writing and publishing of my book. I am 

especially grateful to Prof. V. K. Chorghade who inspite 

of his innumerable engagements and at times 

indisposition sagaciously sat with me reading critically 

page after page of the entire manuscript.

For granting me interviews for descriptive 

dialogues, my thanks are due to Bahinabai, widow of D. 

Laxminarayan, Sri and Smt. Balmukund, the grandson 

and daughter-in-law of D. Gangadharrao, the brother of 

D. Laxminarayan, Smt. Vimalatai Gohokar, Dr. Shyam 

Vyas, the family Physician of Laxminarayan, Dr. B. S. 

Niyogi, Dr. P. S. Mene and Adv. V. R. Manohar.

I cannot but thank Dr. A. N. Deshpande, Professor 

and Head of the Department of Marathi and Dr. P. S. 

Sastri, Professor and Head of the Department of English 

of Nagpur University for giving me invaluable thematic 

suggestions to make my monogram attractive.

My thanks are due to Shri Kulkarni, Shri Qureshi 

and the staff of the Nagpur University Library, Shri 

Ladsaongikar, Smt. A. Mitra and the staff of the Library of 

V. R. College of Engineering for their prompt assistance 

while the book was under preparation.

I must thank Dr. V. M. Dokras, Principal of my 

College for allowing me to accept the
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invitation of the Nagpur University to transliterate 

"Dhanayogi". Indeed I an grateful to Shri K. M. Savant, 

Superintendent, and the staff of Nagpur University Press 

for their excellent co-operation in giving top priority to 

the publication of my book within such a short time. I am 

thankful to Shri & Smt. Wadegaonkar and their son 

Sudhir for lending me the special issue of Udyam monthly 

of January, 1933 and other material. My thanks are due to 

Prof. S. B. Dabhade, Reader, Deptt. of Chemical 

Technology, L. I. T., for the Cover Design and 

Photographs used in my book.

I deeply appreciate the efforts of my husband, 

Suneel, my son, Meena, my daughter and Dileep Saraf, 

my son-in-law for getting the typescript ready for the 

Press.

Besides transliteration of the text of DHANAYOGI 

I have added a newly designed BOOK COVER, extra 
PHOTOGRAPHS, FOOT NOTES, LAXMINARAYAN'S 

LIFE SKETCH AT A GLANCE, A CONCISE GLOSSARY 

OF INDIAN TERMS AND AN EXHAUSTIVE INDEX in 

order to make the Life-story interesting, informative and 

instructive.

Vimal K. Bhagat

Department of Humanities,

V. R. College of Engineering,

Nagpur 440011.

December 13, 1976.

MEMORIAL  SALUTE

If an astrologer had predicted that the Book entitled 

Dhanayogi would ever be completed by me, I would not 

have believed it. Had I the strength to decline the offer of 

Shri Bhausaheb Kolte, well-known lover of education 

and the Vice-Chancellor of Nagpur University, I would 

not have ever got myself entangled in this enterprise. 

Seldom in his life time a person gets a golden opportunity 

in a pleasing way. At times such an opportunity takes the 

form of a command, or a need or devotion. It is my 

devotion to action that prompted me not to avoid a golden 

opportunity.

To write the biography of R. B. D. Laxminarayan is 

perhaps not that difficult. But for me it was surely 

insurmountable. For one thing I had never seen him and 

information on his life is scanty. Although some of his 

contemporaries are still alive, nothing reliable could be 

available from them. Innumerable doubts crossed my 

mind on examination of the materials available from his 

contemporaries. While I was a student I had read a lesson

(xi)(x)



on his life in the school text book written by late Shri 

Narayan Keshav Behere, a well-known writer. The 

Udyam monthly magazine published a special issue in 

January, 1933, on D. Laxminarayan. In it Shri Anandrao 

Joshi has given information on Rao Bahadur's life. I have 

made use of it as I saw fit. I had firmly determined not to 

write anything that was not reliable.

On 14th September, 1932, late Smt. Laxmibai alias 

Buchibai, wife of late D. Gangadharrao filed a suit against 

the Nagpur University in connection with the donation to 

the University by Rao Bahadur. This case went upto the 

Supreme Court. For this suit fifty-six witnesses were 

examined and cross-examined. From this record of the 

case a mine of information was available. Because of 

authenticity and reliability of the Court records I made 

extensive use of it.

However, I was not interested in writing a 

biography purely from factual information. I was curious 

to know what kind of individuality did that individual 

have who rose from extreme poverty, who by dint of his 

own efforts became successful, suddenly closed down his 

business and donated his entire earnings for the growth of 

knowledge and education. But I could not see the form of 

that individuality. I became

so dejected that I felt that it may not be possible for me to 

fulfil the task assigned to me. While so depressed, along 

with Dr. Bhavani Shankar Niyogi, ex-Vice-Chancellor 

and Dr. Purushottam Sadashiv Mene, Director of the 

Laxminarayan Institute of Technology, I went to Kamptee 

to see the house in which late Laxminarayan had lived. Dr. 

Niyogi knew Laxminarayan very intimately. He related a 

number of anecdotes connected with the House. I saw the 

house along with the temples in its compound and I saw 

the Ashwattha tree there. My Indian mind being 

influenced by the religious significance of the Ashwattha 

tree, for some moments, I simply stood in front of it. 

Suddenly a form of the biography of Laxminarayan came 

to me. Through that enlightenment I have attempted to 

write. My satisfaction came from the fact that I could get 

myself fully absorbed in the biography of his because of 

that enlightenment. An artist values such happiness the 

most. I am grateful to the command, reminiscences and 

literature that was made available to me to obtain that joy 

and happiness.

I bow to 'the Ashwattha'.

Vaman K. Chorghade

Dharampeth,

Navivasti, Nagpur.

22-12-1967
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Rao Bahadur D. Laxminarayan
"A noble soul, who gave his all to the cause of education."

Birth : January 13, 1877.          Death : September 30, 1930



There exists even to-day a spotlessly clean 

compound. In it, the tolling temple bells reverberate age-

old echoes. On hearing their resonance and feeling their 

vibrations the mind is invitably awakened, the body is at 

once alerted and the hands are automatically folded.

It is there that the annihilator of danger, Lord 

Ganesh sits, wearing a jewel-studded scapula, anointed 

with sandal-wood paste, and donning a dazzling 

diamond-crown. The temple is adorned by Lord Shankar 

whose head is moon-lit, who has made even cupid 

jealous, and from whose long matted hair the holy river 

Ganges flows.

Lord Rama, the bull's-eye shooter, a man of his 

word, accompanied by his devoted brother Laxaman is 

also seated there. The Rama-centered

CHAPTER  I

DAWN  OF  LIFE
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Sitadevi, chaste, faithful wife, full of compassion, love 

and happiness, and Bharat, Rama's younger brother, who 

worshipped, and idolized his foot-wear for fourteen 

years, are standing close by him. The omnipotent 

Hanuman, the master of all senses and Rama's devotee is 

also there.

There are statues of Gods in all the four temples. 

Therefore, one bows one's head before them and gets 

purified.

A huge holy peepul tree called the "Ashwattha", the 

fifth sacred attraction, stands there. Mythologically, no 

lesser than Lord Krishna glorified the same gorgeously 

grown Ashwattha in the Pre-Vedic age. During the Indus 

Valley Civilization it was considered as a symbol of 

creation.

Another legend is that as Lord Brahma himself 

became incarnated in the Ashwattha, the tip of each 

branch rhythmically recited the Vedas. It was under such a 

tree that the wandering prince Gautama became Lord 

Buddha, the Enlightened One. From times immemorial, 

crores of men and women have piously prostrated in front 

of it for the realization of knowledge and aspiration. That 

tree is a witness to the wisdom-filled Indian civilization 

and culture.

Grow as it did in the divine presence of Lords Rama, 

Krishna, Shankar and Hanuman, who

The Ashwattha Tree near the Ram Mandir

founded in 1811.
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can tell how old this Ashwattha is ! One wonders how 

often new leaves must have sprouted on its branches ? To 

the rhythm of the whistling breeze its tender, lively leaves 

must have sung the Vedic hymns. Residing close to it, 

countless human beings may have unloaded their woes or 

worries on its sturdy trunk. Who can tell how many men 

of sorrows circumvented it with a view to receiving inner 

peace and ready relief from sorrows and sufferings ?

A certain person named Pullaya Garoo, a begging 

Brahmin Priest must have emptied his heart-burnings on 

it. In order to be free from worries of mind, body and 

outward worries he must have prayed to it.

A certain mother named Rama must have regularly 

and frequently circumvented the Ashwattha. It is not 

unlikely that simultaneously the couple must have 

prostrated in front of it. Whatever was revealable they 

must have revealed before it. If the Ashwattha possessed 

the power to comprehend their speech it would have 

understood that couple's innermost aspirations, 

ambitions, success and frustration.

Could it not be God's plan that such an innate 

poverty-stricken couple should give birth to a son 

Laxminarayan who was to become a multi-millionaire ? 

What is more, such  a son was
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not merely to possess wealth for wealth's sake. Perhaps 

there is no dearth of such wealthy persons in the world. 

One sees the wealthy every day and they become the 

apple of discord of one's eyes. Nay, they enter into the 

recesses of underprivileged hearts. Sons of millionaires 

and millionaires themselves may not be rare or scarce. 

Those who enjoy wealth are engrossed in their enjoyment 

as they treat wealth as an end in itself. But rare are the 

wealthy who dare hold wealth as a trust. One need not 

master knowledge or science to enjoy wealth. But to 

consider and use wealth, one surely requires devotion, 

meditation, divination and penance.

Such a Divine Donor, played and grew up in a 

serene compound in Modi Lane area in the suburb of 

Kamptee adjacent to the city of Nagpur. He rested, under 

the sacred shadow of the Ashwattha tree. What could he 

have prayed for, asked for from those Gods and the 

adorable Ashwattha tree during his childhood ?

That he must have prayed for, asked for something 

from the Gods right from the time when he began to 

understand things, cannot be doubted. But whatsoever he 

may have asked for could have been unfathomable, 

unknowable to him then. Let us imagine that perhaps he 

prayed for the fulfilment

of his parents' or younger brother's dreams or welfare. In 

such an environment his tiny, tender hands must have 

been prayerfully folded many a time. It may not have 

occurred to him that all prayers are not answered. But 

what must have surely occurred to him could be that if one 

does not take it to the Lord in prayer, then to whom does 

one take it ? By caste he was a Vedic Brahmin in the Hindu 

hierarchical social system and his father was a 

professional priest. Indeed his home was poverty-

possessed. He was acutely aware of the situation that by 

merely prayer offerings God would not drop "Mana" for 

him from heaven. Therefore, along with prayers to the 

Gods, he had to extend his begging bowl before his 

clients. Unless involved, one can hardly imagine what 

and how much one learns about life by extending one's 

palm for a few coins.

Nearly fifty to sixty Telugu Brahmin families lived 

in Kamptee during those days. It could be that they 

migrated about 200 years ago from the Telangana region. 

Somehow find work, satisfy the stomach and hope for the 

best of luck, was their life-style. As they were not so 

fortunate in their own birth place, hopefully, they 

migrated to Kamptee, a foreign territory. Who can 

definitely declare as to why and how these Telugu families
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migrated to Kamptee ?

Of those who migrated some were high caste 

Brahmins (priests), some Vaishyas (merchants), and 

others different castes. Among Brahmins some were 

Vedic, others were Niyogis. Pullaya's was one of the 

Vedic Brahmin families. His wife's original name Rambai 

was recast as Ramabai to give it a local recognition or 

identification. To the name Pullaya the suffix Garoo was 

added as a mark of respect, of course, in Telugu style. It is 

reported that while Pullaya was a child of six years his 

orthodox father with family migrated to Kamptee. By 

necessity he was eager to be eligible for "Mounji 

Bandhana" sacred thread ceremony which would entitle 

him to recite mantras, prayers etc. But could he do so 

without the sacred thread ? The first orthodox, traditional 

sanatan requirement for qualifying to read and recite 

sacred Shastras, Puranas, Upanisada, Vedas for every 

male Brahmin child was to go through the donning of the 

sacred thread i.e. Mounja. No sacred thread, no Brahmin.

Six year old Pullaya faced the challenge of 

undergoing the thread ceremony and that too without any 

balance of money. He squared that challenge by self-help 

and self-reliance. He set aside each and every paisa 

earned through collection
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of religious alms. One could gather insight into his life-

style through this illustration of completion of thread 

ceremony based solely on self-reliance.

After Pullaya Garoo had settle in Kamptee the 

performance of religious recitations and rituals for some 

families entitled him to earn his daily living. Visit a few 

homes, perform required rituals, arrange worship, recite 

prayers and collect fees (dakshina) in return became his 

daily routine for existence. Rituals or worship connected 

with the phase of Full Moon, entitled him to added ration 

and money-gifts of one or two more paisas. During the 

month of Shravan and Kartik he took full advantage of 

free-feeding of Brahmin families by some devotees. He 

never missed the chance of collecting some portions of 

rations and alms at the rate of one anna per cart when some 

merchants received bullock carts filled with grain-bags.

His house was a humble cottage in Modi Lane in 

Kamptee. Presently it bears the Municipal House No. F. 

328, 2/25. This house should have been preserved as a 

national monument. Since it is not preserved as such its 

original appearance and ownership have changed. To the 

one floored-house, another floor is added now. Such is the 

history of Pullaya's original house where three sons and a

D. Laxminarayan's Father's House No. F/328

in Modi Lane, Kamptee.
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daughter were born and grew up. But their births seemed 

less meaningful, as the parents could hardly support and 

sustain them as they would have liked to do. Obviously 

they just could not give proper tender parental care and 

upbringing to those innocent children. Circumstantially 

how could they have, even if they wanted to ? Was an 

upbringing of their liking possible when their only means 

of livelihood was daily acceptance of alms from certain 

client-families ? What is more is that even those who gave 

to them by way of charity in return for ritual 

performances, were themselves not rich. Marriage-

ceremonies and other rituals brought one and half rupees 

and four pounds of rations in those days. The result was a 

hand to mouth life-style. Since his stars were 

unfavourable he hardly had any opportunity to save for a 

rainy day.

Available information on the Pullaya family is 

restricted to their struggle for daily existence. As 

mentioned earlier their house was a humble hut-like 

cottage, costing about a mere paltry sum of twenty-five or 

at the most five or ten rupees more or less. Howsoever, 

inexpensive, small, humble it did provide shelter against 

summer, winter and monsoon. That is about all. Pullaya's 

personal dress consisted of a rough piece of loin-cloth or 

dhoti and a cotton stole on his bare shoulder. He wore no 

foot-wear.

In such a depressing, distressing and drowning 

existence whatever value-orientation the parents could 

give, they did. For the growing up children mother's apron 

and father's hands were the true twin means of relief 

against dangers, difficulties, wants and worries. It need 

not surprise any if and when the children cried for a cup of 

milk they got a cup of water mixed with grain-flour. As 

such the lips of the Pullaya couple like that of 

Dronacharya's, must have been moist with turbulent tears 

of sorrow and sadness.

Such suppressed, unshed tears may defy any 

description for the simple reason that they were unseen 

and unshed. Unseen, unshed, suppressed the parents had 

to absorb, digest them unceremoniously, bravely and 

regularly. One wonders whether tears of that sort create 

aspirations, ambitions or crimes. Tiny-tots depending for 

their existence solely on the ability, talents of the parents 

could not care less to recognise anything or anybody. 

Who can tell whether God is conscious of these pathetic 

paradoxes of children's wants ? Who should be blamed if 

ill-fed, ill-clad, ill-educated children forget to recognize 

the divine presence ? Instead of seeking divine presence, 

guidance or intervention such unfortunate children, 

intuitively perhaps, know only one way and that is to 

resort to the mother's 
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lap or father's refuge,  when difficulties drown them.

Unmindful of family's pressing poverty, 

occasionally, the innocent children create embarassing 

environments for parents. They step out with small steps 

into the world crossing the threshold of the house and with 

tender eyes unwittingly survey the surroundings. As soon 

as he sees a child playing with marbles he too, naturally, 

wants to do the same. When he sees a child being served 

with sweet eatables he demands the same privilege from 

his mother upon return to his own poor home. He 

demands not only God Indra but does not even stop asking 

for Chandra, the moon. To illustrate one recalls Raghava's 

demand for having the moon in his own hands from the 

father Dasaratha who had power to assist the Gods. King 

Dasaratha could cleverly comply with his son's demand 

by supplying him with a big mirror in his hands and 

showing the reflection of the moon in it. Yes, it is true, 

Dasarath did satisfy his son. Why ? because he could 

afford to own a big mirror. But what happens to those 

parents who cannot or do not own a big mirror ? Should 

they, then, curse the moon, as to why it is so beautiful, so 

alluring, so enchanting, irresistable that the children 

invariably demand it ? What's to be done in such a tragic 

situation ? Perhaps precious little as even the loving, self-

less but helpless

mother who nourished the baby in her own stomach 

during pregnancy for nine months loses her balance and 

beats him up. But lo and behold, paradoxically enough, 

that beaten up child equally helplessly returns to his 

mother's ever-warm lap of bliss. Engulfed in such horrid, 

heart-breaking sentimentality, the mother craves for the 

poet's pen or poet's language to give vent to her feelings.

Some how Pullaya and Rambai were strugglilng 

along to survive. Satisfaction or contentment is the 

treasure of a Brahmin. Positively, he should possess it. 

True, but where does the money come from for satisfying 

daily needs ? One understands contentment only after 

discerning the difference between the haves and the have-

nots. But can a child comprehend it ?

To the Garoo couple were born four children, one 

daughter and three sons. Among the sons the first one was 
1  

Laxminarayan, born on the 12th January, 1876. Two years 

younger than him was Gangadhar. Gopalkrishna, the 

youngest was also two years younger than Gangadhar, the 

second brother. Perhaps some characteristic or peculiarity 

of each child was kept in mind by the parents while

1. When I interviewed Smt. Bahinabai, the widow of D. 

Laxminarayan, she said that the correct date of birth of D. 

Laxminarayan is January 13, 1877.
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naming him or her. To illustrate, at the time of the birth of 

the first child, the parents were almost paupers. Perhaps to 

remember that and also to be fortunate to be wealthy 

someday by constant propitiation and invocation to the 

Goddess of Wealth Laxmi, the parents may have named 

their first child Laxminarayan, the God of Wealth. 

Although throughout their lives they were possessed by 

poverty, ultimately, Laxminarayan could fulfil their 

dreams of being wealthy. This transformation and 

realisation must have pacified their souls. One of the 

reasons why Laxminarayan became wealthy could have 

been his parents' prayerful blessings.

The shape and form, the nature and substance the 

rich man and poor man could not be similar or identical. 

Perhaps the poor man's dreams may have greater 

intensity, edge or sharpness for realisation. Laxminarayan 

as an innocent child may have overheard his parents 

discussing their dreams of becoming real wealthy 

someday. That may have also served as an incentive or 

impetus for him to struggle hard to be wealthy.

Be it as it may, his daily meals were provided by 

father Pullaya's priestly collection of alms and rations 

from several families. Pullaya was in another 

predicament besides daily provision of meals to his 

family. The predicament was that as an orthodox

Vedic Brahmin not only his duty was to teach others 

Hindu religious recitations, rhythmic rituals, ethical 

obligations, periodic penance, fixed fasting and 

venerable worship of Gods but to practice the same in his 

own family.

To illustrate, the performance of the rite of investing 

a Brahmin male child with the sacrificial sacred thread 

was mandatory. This he performed for Laxminarayan by 

enlisting rounds for alms from more families. Likewise 

he got his daughter married at the age of eight to 

Gangadhar Papayya, a bride-groom, thirteen or fourteen 

years old who lived in Manthani of Karimnagar district of 

Hyderabad State. Later on his son-in-law became a Police 

Circle Inspector. Thus to the timely tune of flute music 

Pullaya wrenched himself from the essential duty of 

giving away the bride. He was satisfied that he fulfilled 

this fatherly duty of returning his daughter in marriage to 

someone else's property or possession. There they stood, 

eight years old bride and thirteen years old bride-groom. 

Sociologically such was the inevitable evil of child-

marriage at that time.

Like the daughter's early marriage Pullaya was 

equally determined to arrange for his son's marriage 

hastily. It was not the custom, then, to let the boy turn into 

a young adult, get himself
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employed and then get married. The wedding was 

unconnected with getting a remunerative job, service, 

work or employment. Traditionally, the marriage 

arrangement was the whole and sole responsibility of the 

parents and the elders of the household. So at the tender 

age of eight Laxminarayan was also wedded at Manchani. 

Though a child of five years only the bride was brought 

home, as it were, in place of their own married daughter 

who had gone to her father-in-law's home. Such then was 

the social, parental, pragmatic matrimonial mathematics 

of give and take, subtract and add. Looked at from such a 

mathematical manoeuvre the Garoo family remained four 

in number as before.

Old age was catching up fast with Pullaya. Perhaps 

intuitively the begger-priest sensed what lay in store for 

him in the near future. As such he felt a commanding 

compulsion to quickly complete all his parental and social 

responsibilities. He performed his three duties after he had 

collected sufficient alms through his priestly functions.

What Pullaya could accomplish with meagre means 

of livelihood at his disposal may seem impossible, 

incredible, unacceptable in the present changed context 

of circumstances and nuances of traditions. May be, it 

was not acceptable but indeed it was possible about 

hundred years ago. The value

of currency then was sound and high. Gold, the precious 

metal was referred to as panhare, because the cost of a 

tola of gold was fifteen rupees. As such the small coins, 

the paisas, received in daily alms by a Brahmin priest had 

a great value in the market. So much so, that it could 

purchase daily ration enough for two persons. The 

vegetables were offered to him gratis. For exchange of 

essential goods money was heartily welcomed by the 

shopkeepers, because of its sound intrinsic value, its 

purchasing power. Since that money-value, that 

purchasing power of the Indian rupee, has dwindled 

presently one wonders as to how Pullaya could pull 

through completing his three parental duties. But then, 

that it was possible for Pullaya to do so, was indeed true.

To that father, who had with courage completed his 

own sacred thread ceremony at the age of six from his own 

personal earnings or savings, it was not impossible to carry 

out his three duties. But he was anxious to complete each 

one of them at the earliest. Not that he did not care how his 

sons would fare and face life. But is it not possible that he 

must have thought that as it happened to him, it would 

happen to them and that too would be necessarily good ?

No doubt, to fill the vacuum and the loneliness,
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the daughter-in-law was brought home from her parents. 

But before Pullaya could proudly pull himself up a few 

times to address his daughter-in-law he had to give up the 

ghost. His wife had to face, now, the entire responsibility 

of bringing up and looking after each member of the 

family.

As the time of his father's death Laxminarayan was 

a mere ten years old boy. He may or may not have realized 

the significance of his father's death but he must have 

visualilzed a little that for his poor mother his father's 

death brought the heavens down. No sooner had his 

father's ever protecting shelter-cum-shield slipped away, 

than a new consciousness of duty and action to support the 

collapsing house, may have been keenly kindled in 

Laxminarayan's heart. Who can fathom fate's fixture ? In 

Pullaya's death the family lost the source of all substantial 

support and in the daily routine living of the family 

drowning darkness dominated.

***

Who knows the specific significance of the sky 

scaling down ? All dwell under its umbrella. Human 

speech is possible because of the clouds. Through it the 

sense of happiness and unhappiness is expressed. The 

falling of the sky would indeed indicate that every thing is 

exposed threadbare.

After Pullaya's passing away his four children 

together with their mother literally became supportless. 

Death does not announce its coming. It is true that even if 

some one explains his difficulty or threatens it, death does 

not care to listen. And when it does come, it just comes 

commanding. Thus, in the twilight of his life it came to 

Pullaya, while he was almost seventy years old. It appears 

that he started raising his family a trifle late. Nonetheless, 

he executed his responsibilities to the best of his ability.

CHAPTER  II

DESTINY  DESIGNS
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To Rambai came the challenge of carrying on the 

household affairs as it were with a one-wheel bullock cart. 

She had to swallow her sorrows silently. What alternative 

did she have except to concentrate on managing 

everything, seeking support somewhere and that too 

without brooding over her heinous helplessness ? 

Laxminarayan, her son, her sole solitary supporter, was 

only ten years old. Since he had gone through the sacred 

thread-ceremony he was qualified to perform religious 

rites and rituals. In her husband's foot-steps with her son's 

help she commenced charity collections. Whatever 

rituals, recitations, and worship-services Laxminarayan 

could easily perform he did. In turn in his company she 

collected the charitable alms and rations according to the 

financial ability of each donating family. She had no other 

alternative except to beg alms for maintenance of her 

family. One can imagine to what extent children can 

follow the foot-steps of their father. Any one's heart will 

stir with sympathy if one tries to know what Rambai felt 

while she went begging from door to door with her son.

The Pullaya house was about to collapse. They did 

not have enough clothes. The kitchen-stove could not be 

lighted and the meals prepared till sufficient alms and 

rations were collected from
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"The Well" adjacent to Shri Y. Kakolam's

House in Modi Lane, Kamptee.

four or five families. If and when the meals were not 

available well-water served the purpose.

Well-water was available in abundance in Modi 

Lane. With its cement-concrete-brick structure and full of 

water the same well stands there even to-day. So 

plenteous is the water in it that not less than a whole field 

could be irrigated by it. But alas ! its water remains 

unused now as Kamptee is having its water-supply from 

the nearby Kanhan River through pipes and taps. There is 

no need to draw water from the well any more. The 

surface of the water is covered with filth and moss. Only 

in our country can such a well filled with water be left 

unused, although its water is sweet and drinkable. The 

generations of inhabitants adjacent to it must have drunk 

water from this very well and kept alive. Meals or no 

meals the Pullaya family had begun to rely on its water 

and per chance continued to do so.

In place of the father now the Pullaya family 

depended on the effort and support of the mother Rambai, 

a Hindu woman, handicapped by all kinds of social taboos. 

That is not all. She was a high caste Brahmin woman. 

Placed in a painful predicament, what and how much 

could she strive to satisfy the hunger-struck stomachs of 

the household ? The food-getter, the bread-winner in a
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Hindu sociological setting could be none but the husband, 

the man. Remove father's support, husband's support, 

man's support and the mother's, the wife's, and the 

woman's household tumbles down.

In a situation like that the chaste wife either 

sacrifices herself on the funeral pyre or suffers in stony 

silence. It was the good luck of the children that Rambai 

did neither. Instead with patience she came forward and 

made up her mind to support her children herself. The 

only thought obsession she had was to live for them and 

live with them.

While adjusting the oil lamp wick upon return in the 

evening and also while serving the meagre meals the 

exhausted mother and the children must have talked 

endlessly. The mother played her part of planting a ray of 

hope in each child's heart and the children responded by 

giving her courage with their tender utterings. In the 

flickering, faltering, fleeting oil-lamp light the children 

must have lurkingly learnt to lash at the dreadful dance of 

the demon of poverty. The sleepy children must have felt 

happily assured by the love-filled words of their mighty 

mother. Her words of experience must have taken 

concrete form of legends and stories for them.

Rightly or wrongly it is asserted that poverty is a 

curse. May be. Once Lord Krishna casually asked his aunt 

Kunti, "Would you care to have

some gift from me ? you name it and you'll have it". 

Without thinking for a moment she replied, "Give me, if 

you will, poverty. Endow me, if you please, with teeming 

troubles. So that I will not forget you but will keep on 

remembering you constantly". Non-plussed but not 

confused, he reflected, "When the mother of five 

Pandavas invokes poverty voluntarily there must 

certainly be some good in it. Mental and physical power 

must find avenues of development in it. Through it the 

experience that could take ages to gain may be obtained in 

a few days or months".

From her exacting experience Rambai must have 

impressively indoctrinated Laxminarayan, Gangadhar 

and Gopalkrishna with some values. It is those values that 

must have motivated them to achieve their goals.

Before the Pullaya family the unanswerable enigma 

was to what extent could the wounding wants be 

welcomed ! It is stated that whatever is earned through the 

sweat of one's brow is sufficient. On the other hand 

whatever is received in charity does not satisfy. In her case 

the question of choosing one's own course of action or 

efforts did not count much. It is reported that being 

frustrated with ever demanding but never nourishing needs 

and wants, through the good offices of a well-wisher, she
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borrowed a sum of Rs. 72/- from Sri Gopal Mukund Buty, 

a wealthy money-lender. On that loan she had to pay 

interest at the rate of Rs. 3/- per month. She was worried 

as she could not fathom out as to how to adjust this 

monthly repayment. She thought perhaps she could, if at 

all, in copper coins through alms received but surely not 

in silver rupees. Three silver rupees meant 192 copper 

paisas. To appreciate the affliction of that courageous but 

sad mother who went through a bold bid to repay the loan 

with monthly interest, one has to go through such a hair-

raising experience oneself.

It was well-nigh impossible for her to manage the 

daily domestic existence. What other alternative or option 

did she have ? Although born in a high caste she had to 

succumb to middle class traditions as the needs of the 

children went on multiplying. Most parents live for the sake 

of their children. If they are unable to support and sustain 

their own children life becomes meaningless for them. If 

they do not rise to the occasion society sneers at them.

Rambai's mind was caught in a pair of scissors as it 

were. She knew that women of high caste families dare 

not step out of the house. She must not do any physical 

labour for earning her livelihood. Because if she did the 

community would point a fault-finding finger at her. 

Superficially

they would sympathise but in reality they would curse her. 

The truth of the matter is when one's position goes beyond 

cursing the middle class values hang in the balance and 

appear meaningless. Why on earth should any one be 

scared of that society which does not go beyond name-

calling ? If within the four walls of self-existence one is 

unable to live with self-respect, then one should by all 

means step out of that social cacoon.

No one will ever know what tormenting torture 

Rambai's mind must have gone through. The trident of 

tradition neither leaves nor permits any one to live in 

peace. In her mind the widow of the beggar-priest was 

quite confident that although the society may look down 

upon her as guilty of being an iconoclast of traditional 

values her God would not ever prove her guilty.

Rambai had folded her hands for religious rituals 

and worships. She bowed her humble head to Ashwattha 

and finalised one decision. Behind or beyond that 

decision there must be some stipulation or strategy. Once 

the mind is made up the way is clear. Like it is said, 

"Where there is a will, there is a way". Circumstances 

then do not dictate, or do not obstruct. Truly, the road 

becomes clear. What, then, is needed is faith, integrity and 

loyalty.

Thus Rambai found a solution, either by her
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dogged determination or God's graciousness. Having 

girded her loins, she volunteered to accept any job at any 

one's household on daily wages. She crossed, may, 

blasted the shackles of convention imposed on high caste 

women. The  only skill that the high caste women claimed 

was the art of cooking. These fetters which were her lot, 

she brushed aside. For the sake of feeding and clothing 

here children, Rambai got herself employed as a cook in 

some household and began to earn. She began to spend 

her mornings and evenings cooking and cleaning, but 

shelving what society thought of her.

At that time Laxminarayan was only ten or twelve 

years old. He could hardly comprehend his environments. 

A little he must have undoubtedly understood and his own 

need were more compelling. But situational ethics and 

experience elucidated to him his role. And by God's 

mercy a ray of hope was kindled in his heart to do what 

looked impossible for a teenager.

Like experience, poverty is a great teacher. It makes 

persons prudent promptly. Such a prudent person does not 

face only annual examinations but rather faces daily 

examinations. On some days he passes, other days he 

fails. He marches on, nonetheless, but one step forward at 

a time.

Finally in its struggle and search for substantial 

support the Pullaya family had a break-through. It found 

its supporter, its promoter, its God-father. Such then was 

the Pullaya family's fortune.

***
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It has been pointed out earlier that there is a temple 

in the Modi Lane in Kamptee. In it the idol of Bharat 

adjacent to Rama's is sure to make a deep impression on 

any visitor. There also stands that sacred tree Ashwattha 

and that solidly constructed water-well. Among the ten or 

so houses there is a small cottage there. In it lived three 

small brothers and the house depended on a small boy of 

ten years. So small and tender that if he tumbled down he 

would shed tears, but he had also learnt to suppress his 

tears and to move on with courage.

There was yet another house in front of that small 

house. Now it bears the House Number F. 331-2/22. In it 

lived a gentleman by the name of Y.Kakolam. Pararaju 

Garoo was his father's name. He was a Niyogi Brahmin by 

caste. He was also

CHAPTER  III

DIVINE  INSPIRATION

Shri. Y. Kakolam's House No. F/331

in Modi Lane, Kamptee.
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affected by the environment around his own house. He 

was a man of mercy and kindness. He was quite well-to-

do, but he had neither children nor relatives. Before his 

retirement he was a clerk in the Public Works Department. 

Now that he had retired and was free, he wanted to start 

some small business of his own. A person who lives in a 

foreign region is at times more alert, outgoing and 

enterprising. He is not bound by tradition as he is an 

emigrant. If he is determined to earn wealth by hard 

labour he could do so. Y. Kakolam began a contractor's 

business. He also started manufacturing bricks and tiles. 

As he worked hard he began to get good profit in his 

business.

He was known as "Uncle" to everybody in his 

locality. His attention was now drawn to the house in front 

of his own. He was impressed by the small boys 

struggling for existence. He then began to introspect that 

he was childless, and had no relative. So long as he was up 

and doing it was alright but he thought that a time would 

surely come when he would need some one to take care of 

him and of his needs. Some old people may call such type 

of introspection as inspired by God but the modern 

persons would call it a business man's calculations. 

Whatever name one may give to such a motivation, the 

'Uncle' decided to support Laxminarayan, Gangadhar and
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Gopalkrishna.

He began to consider the Pullaya family as his own. 

It requires courage to support a collapsing family. The 

'Uncle' did have that courage and determination. Rambai 

began to cook and keep house for him. The children began 

to address him as 'Uncle' and he too began to respond to 

them as a real uncle. The children's worries were over. 

Neither did Rambai worry about morning or evening 

meals. The Uncle began to feel deep, indescribable 

satisfaction while supporting the Pullaya family as his 

own. He began to get two hot meals a day. The Uncle 

could spare more time after his newly started business as 

Rambai began to look after all his house chores. Both 

Uncle and Rambai's family felt very close to one another 

like an amalgam of two rivers.

To begin with both the families stayed separately 

but their mutual affection went on increasing. As 

Laxminarayan's house became dilapidated the three 

brothers and their mother shifted to Uncle's house.

Till then Kakolam had a lonely existence as he used 

to live by himself. But now he had accepted the 

responsibility of bringing up the three boys. Perhaps he 

must have felt the need to help them out as they were 

constantly calling him Uncle in the presence of every 

body. As he began to help them as

his own children he also began to think of new ways and 

means to earn extra money for their support. He expanded 

his earlier business and began to entrust the boys with 

greater responsibility of running it. He arranged for their 

education. He wanted them to be educated to the extent 

they were able to receive it. Thus, the boys began their 

schooling.

Aligned with his own manufacturing business he 

began to take other contracts as a contractor from 1890 

onwards. So now he had two businesses. One that of 

manufacturing bricks and tiles at Kolar river and the other 

one that of a contractor. He got a contract beyond Bilaspur 

from the Bengal-Nagpur Railways. To it he added another 

contract to transport Manganese Ore from the mines at 

Chargaon, Munsar and other places. His business was 

swelling swiftly. He began to pay from five hundred to 

one thousand rupees for bullock-cart-daily-hire charges. 

There was nothing lacking in his house.

As two families amalgamated Kakolam's house 

became Rambai's married daughter's residence also. Her 

son-in-law also began to treat Kakolam as his father-in-

law. So far so good, as this was a direct relationship but 

even Manthani Rajanna, the son-in-law of Rambai's 

sister, began to treat Uncle as his father-in-law.

The sons were attending school and were also
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helping Uncle in his business. The Uncle also got 

contracts from the Military Engineering Department, the 

C. P. Prospecting Syndicate and the Railways, 

Simultaneously, Laxminarayan studied at school and 

helped Uncle in his business. In 1891 at the age of 21 he 

appeared for the Matriculation Examination of Calcutta 
1

University but he failed in it . As the eldest son he left the 

craze of formal education and decided to help in Uncle's 

business on a full time basis. But Gangadhar passed his 

Matriculation Examination, joined a College and became 

a degree holder. Laxminarayan concentrated on 

mastering business management and techniques and at 

the same time reduced some of Uncle's responsibility. He 

seized the opportunity to enter the business world at the 

young age of 21 to his maximum advantage. Within the 

next three or four years he dared with acumen to 

undertake new enterprises. From the 25th to the 50th year 

of his life he became such a prosperous businessman that 

his success eclipsed the earlier dark period of his life and 

made him a luminary in the business world.

The family poverty being wiped out, Rambai's

1. During the interview Smt. Bahinabai, Laxminarayan's 

widow, pointed out to me that her husband had passed Intermediate 

Arts in a College, continued upto Bachelor of Arts Degree but he was 

not a degree holder.
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children began to have proper facilities for food, 

education and social contacts. It is true that the Uncle was 

no blood relation of the Pullaya family and yet his heart 

was extremely generous. God's grace and luck's lustre 

were showered on them after the fire-trial of sorrows and 

humiliations. Rambai began to look after the household 

property. Her sons, sons-in-law and other near or distant 

relatives began to gather in her house because the Uncle 

willingly took care of each one of them.

Now the family matters had to be attended to. 

Laxminarayan was already married when eight years old. 

Gangadhar was yet to be married. The Uncle had already 

ostentatiously completed the thread ceremony of both 

Gangadhar and Gopalkrishna. On completion of the 

ceremony when the two brothers came to the Uncle for his 

blessings with folded hands and bowed heads his heart 

must have spiralled sky-high. The Uncle completed 

Gangadhar's wedding. His first wife was Bhagirathi, 

daughter of Lingam Bhatt. The Uncle also arranged for 

Gopalkrishna's wedding with Radhabai from Karve of 

Karad Taluka of Satara District. With great enthusiasm 

Uncle Kakolam accepted the responsibility of seating 

family deities in all those four ceremonies.

Nature, however, does not approve of only joy as it 

is suspicious that perhaps joy may make
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man luke-warm to his Creator and mindless of its 

creation. Nature, therefore, keeps man in his place by 

bestowing on him at times happiness but at times also 

unhappiness. Gangadhar lost his first wife. So in 1897 the 

Uncle arranged his second marriage by selecting 

Laxmibai alias Buchibai, born in Chandrapur, as his 

bride. Her parents lived in Nagpur. As she was selected by 

the Uncle she came to live with Uncle's family at the age 

of nine assimilating herself with rich living.

Laxminarayan was knee-deep in business. The 

house was happily taken care of. Meanwhile his wife 

died. At that time he was 22 years old. Though the shadow 

of sorrow surrounded the house it was meaningless to be 

overpowered by it. In 1901 the Uncle got Laxminarayan 

married  a second time to Bahinabai, daughter of Sri 

Govindrao Andhare, Police Sub-Inspector. She minutely 

observed the glory, the power and the devotion to duty of 

her husband. She participated in his happiness as well as 

unhappiness and in his ups and downs in life.

The Uncle thought that his house was full. Sons 

were married, daughters-in-law were playing their roles 

respectfully and the business was in full bloom. He felt 

satisfied that by divine awakening he had fulfilled his 

responsibility.
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He purchased a bungalow in the name of Laxminarayan 

on the bank of the river Kanhan so that adequate 

accommodation be provided to the expanding family. To 

immortalize Pullaya he rennovated his house. He felt that 

everything seemed to be working out well and there was 

no need for him to worry about anything any longer. 

Rambai also felt the same way. Her days had changed for 

better and  even the memories of the poverty-stricken past 

began to comfort her. The daughters-in-law had arrived in 

her house and were respectfully regarding her and the 

children were endearingly addressing her as Ma, as 

Mother. Only one thing bothered her and that was that her 

beloved husband was not present to see the glory, the 

prosperity, the progress, and the peace in the family. Even 

so she began to shed such a sad thought by drowning 

herself in the happiness of her children. The hard physical 

labour and the worry of sustaining the family in the 

previous dark period had began to tell upon her health. 

One of the ambitions of a Hindu wife is to have a 

daughter-in-law in her home. Once that was satisfied she 

died. Prosperity, and success of children in life bring 

heaven to parents. Looking with deep satisfaction at her 

sons and daughters-in-law she closed her eyes for ever.

Now the Uncle, in the absence of Rambai,
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was faced with dual responsibility of the father as well as 

the mother. The children had now matured and only 

needed his guidance. He was humble enough to realize 

that through the good actions of these children his fame 

would spread. Earlier he had already planned to sell off all 

his property and estate for their welfare. Along with them 

he shifted to his new bungalow in Kanhan but he was 

restless there. So he returned to his original home in 

Kamptee. At the ripe age of sixty, on the 29th July, 1904, 

he completed his earthly journey and died.

How engulfed in sorrow Laxminarayan and his 

brothers must have been because of the sad demise of 

their loving Uncle ! The youngest brother Gopalkrishna 

had died while Uncle was still alive. Rambai, the mother 

had died a year before her youngest son's death and was 

thus saved from the shock of seeing her own son die.

It must have been perhaps God's plan that Sri Y. 

Kakolam, the Uncle, undertook to support the entire 

Pullaya family. It is a unique illustration that a person, 

inspired by humanitarianism, lifts up selflessly a down-

trodden, poverty stricken family and puts it on a pedestal 

of prosperity and peace. It appeared as though Kakolam's 

life-actions were intertwined with the fatherless Pullaya 

family. On
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the 11th November, 1899, four years before his death, he 

had written his Will and transferred all his earthly estate 

and property to Pullaya's children.

A part of his Will reads : "I consider these three 

Pullaya brothers as may own sons and they in turn respect 

me as their father. In all my business dealings and 

transactions they have assisted me but I have never 

reciprocated their assistance. Hereby I give and bequeath 

all my whole estate, both movable and immovable 

property to these three Pullaya brothers. After my death 

the last funeral rites they must perform as per Hindu 

religious custom. I endow them with my funeral rites."

While reading this Will-extract one feels that there 

is no dearth of human beings, as at every moment, nay, at 

every second thousands of babies are born and die. From 

among those who survive only a few could be pointed out 

as real human beings, great human beings. It is through 

the benevolent, philanthropic acts of great men that one 

can learn the implication and meaning of humanness, 

human dignity and humanitarianism.

Laxminarayan was 28 years old at the time of the 

death of Kakolam. He had already become a man of 

action, and the head of the family. He comprehended what 

was desirable, good and what was otherwise. Like an 

eldest son he carried out
Shri. D. Laxminarayan (1905)
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the last funeral rites of Kakolam. While performing the 

rites his mind must have reminisced over the multifarious 

memories of the Uncle's good deeds of life. His Uncle's 

self-giving, self-sacrificing life-style must have made an 

indelible impression on his young mind. Who knows 

what it means to inherit someone's estate and property 
1 

entirely ? Perhaps he may have perceived then that in 

signing away or donating the entire estate to some one 

else one feels great and achieves greatness. That was 

Laxminarayan's inspiration. It is because of such an 

inspiration from an amiable experience that after 26 

years, he too, in the foot-stepsof Kakolam, derived 

selfless bliss and secured his seat in heaven, as described 
2by Saint Dnyaneshwar.

Rama Mandir where the idols of Rama,

Sita, Laxaman and Bharat are located.

1. In my visit to Shri Y. Kakolam's house, No. F/331 in Modi 
Lane, Kamptee, I  found that presently it is occupied by Sri A. K. 
Joshi and his family. The old well's water, near Kakolam's house, is 
not used for drinking purpose but the Municipality has fixed a motor-
pump for drawing water for irrigation purpose. The Rama Mandir 
(Temple) which I visited was built in the year 1811. It contains two 
Mandirs of Rama, Shiva and two Hanuman Shrines. In Rama temple 
the idols of Rama, Laxamana, Sita and Bharat are prominent with 
glittering garments. The Ashwattha, the Peepul, tree, stands there 
majestically providing a shrine for Hanuman.

2. Saint Dnyaneshwar, the child poet, wrote Dnyaneshwari 
700 years ago.
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Such is an illuminating illustration of how one lamp 

or candle lights another, and how inspiration begets 

inspiration.

***
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Breathes there the man without hopes and ambitions, 

a man without passion or lust ? From among these persons 

a few only, having gone through all phases, are still 

inspired by humanitarianism, and call to one's duty. 

Otherwise most of them continue to take pleasure in 

having hopes, ambitions and indulgence and take them as 

means to an end.

Yes, all have sentiments. But only some express 

them while others do not. In the Pullaya family, in place of 

father, Laxminarayan had to play the role of the bread-

winner. The only time when he had comforts was while his 

parents nurtured him as a child. After his father's death his 

younger brothers and mother must have looked at him as a 

pillar of comfort. It is because such a role was imposed on 

him that he behaved like an adult

CHAPTER  IV

DIZZY  HEIGHTS

and a shock-absorber. By temperament and habit he was 

an introvert suppressing his emotions, sentiments, 

affection and love. Instead of a smile his placid face wore 

a veneer of ultra seriousness most of the time. It is true that 

after he and his family settled in Kakolam's residence all 

his physical needs were satisfied. Even so, the pressure of 

eventful happenings in the family intensified his introvert 

attitude. He could contain undisturbed any good or bad 

news, any fact of joy or sorrow alone. This introvert 

dimension of his nature lingered with him till his dying 

days. But the innermost core of his heart was tender and 

grew much more tender after he saw his own relations 

dying, one by one, before his very eyes. Nonetheless, he 

girded up his loins to work steadily and to his maximum 

capacity instead of crying over spilt milk. He exhibited 

his loving kindness. He played the role of the head of the 

household with dogged determination after the passing 

away of his Uncle. Kakolam had no family or blood 

relative but his business was sound and lucrative. 

Laxminarayan inherited it, organized it, and expanded it 

successfully and profitably, because he was a man of 

action and not of words.

It is likely that while performing the last funeral 

rites of his father-like Uncle his heart may have
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been stirred with the thought that one could transfer all his 

property, estate, earnings to some one else purely 

selflessly and magnanimously and thereby experience 

eternal ecstasy and bliss. He must have decided to follow 

in his Uncle's foot-steps on that score. This could have 

been one of his inspiring thoughts on the afternoon of the 

funeral of his Uncle. The other thought could be to earn to 

such an extent that he could protect his mother from all 

winds of woes because it was she who had turned her 

blood into sweat so that her children could be clad, fed and 

sheltered. Such thoughts provided motivating inspiration 

which finally culminated in Laxminarayan's social, 

political and economic ascendancy.

Situated on the bank of the river Kanhan Uncle's 

Bricks and Tiles Factory was functioning fruitfully. The 

contract of Manganese Ore transport from the mines in 

bullock-carts to Kanhan and the railway contracts also 

flourished. He organized them and expanded them. 

During the Uncle's regime the daily payment for bullock-

cart hire was about rupees five hundred. But during 

Laxminarayan's management from 1903 to 1906 it jumped 

from two to three thousand rupee. That shows that 

Laxminarayan had managed the business very well. It is 

reported that about 800 bullock-carts, 1500 labourers, 200 

workers were employed and paid by him in the

Brick and Tiles Factory in Kanhan.

How proud and happy Rambai, the mother who 

borrowed rupees seventy-five to feed her children and 

who worried unto death, to repay it, must have been when 

she saw with her own eyes her own son distributing an 

amount of rupees three thousand in cash daily among the 

bullock cart drivers !

Be it as it may, Laxminarayan was not yet satisfied 

with the progress he had made because he had now 

developed an industrialist's perspective and vision. He 

was surveying and scrutinising the entire industrial 

world. He now began to explore the posibility of 

becoming a proprietor of the Manganese mines instead of 

just a transporter, a contractor, a middleman. Therefore, 

he asked himself as to why not venture the ownership of 

the mines and branch out in a new direction, blazing the 

trail with courage and conviction ? He now wanted to 

implement his idea of ownership of Manganese mines 

and transporting the ore to foreign countries.

For such a bold step, he knew, only enterprise and 

planning would not suffice. Instead, he would need capital 

to multiply capital. He had enough self-confidence to 

raise or find the necessary capital. He had a brother, like 

Rama's Bharat, on whose, loyalty, devotion and co-

operation he could count hundred per cent for a new 

venture of faith. He had
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already accumulated sizeable capital through his transport 

and manufacturing businesses.

In order to raise extra capital needed for Manganese 

mines business he consulted Sir Manekjee Dadabhai, a 

solicitor from Bombay, who himself had innumerable 

industrial enterprises of his own. He was Laxminarayan's 

legal counsel and he had come to know him through the 

business dealings of Sri Kakolam. Moreover, 

Laxminarayan had retained him as a legal counsel to 

supervise and advice him legally in his business at the rate 

of one thousand rupees per year. He paid him extra for any 

extra work. So he had come to know Dadabhai fairly, 

intimately not only as a legal counsel but also as a well-

wisher through his uncle Kakolam.

With his aid and advice Laxminarayan was able to 

acquire a licence to start the Manganese Ore Mines 

industry. When this happened wealth started pouring into 

his coffers.

In old Madhya Pradesh the Manganese Ore was 

rated and valued as black diamonds.

Of the total Manganese Ore export from India half of 

it was produced in Madhya Pradesh alone. India was 

considered the A-I exporter of the Ore and Madhya 

Pradesh had a natural abundant supply of it. As regards the 

intrinsic value of Manganese Ore the legend was you 

touch it and it turns into gold.

In the districts of Balaghat, Bhandara, Chhindawara, 

Jabalpur and Nagpur heaps and heaps of Manganese Ore 

was available in ready supply.

If any one tries to explain to a student now about the 

uses of Manganese he may discover that perhaps he 

already has more factual knowledge about it. Any how, 

manganese is a multi-purpose mineral used for the 

preparation of steel, iron, ammunition, copper, bronze, 

electric material, steam ships oars-coloured glasses, dry 

cells and aeroplane parts. A hundred years ago hardly any 

one knew the real importance of such a multi-purpose 

mineral. Years ago, a civil engineer casually used 

Manganese ore chunks for road surface-making. Out of 

sheer curiosity he analysed one chunk and found that each 

one of the chunks contained 60% pure Manganese. The 

hills and the hillocks in the surrounding regions of old 

Madhya Pradesh were replete with Manganese ore.

Laxminarayan had acquired a license for 

Manganese Ore mines in the three districts of Nagpur, 

Bhandara and Balaghat and started the mining business 

independently.

By his daring and enterprising nature during the 

twenty years, i.e. from 1905 to 1925 he amassed 

immeasurable wealth. It must be noted that during this 

period it was an enterprising commercialized Englishman 

who carried on the industry independently.
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He employed the Indians on daily wages as workers and 

created for himself the image of an industrialist. The tea 

and coffee plantation Estates were owned by the 

Englishman. So were the Jute Mills. As a matter of fact 

each and every industry in India was initiated by the 

Englishman. The Indians provided the labour force. If to 

Jamshed Tata goes the credit for removing such a disparity, 

to Laxminarayan also goes the credit of having acquired 

the monopoly of independent Manganese industry in the 

old Madhya Pradesh.

The statistical data reveal the true conditions 

prevailing in that industry in Madhya Pradesh. Needless to 

shed more light on this treasure. Hundreds of books are 

available on that subject. In the above mentioned five 

districts fifty lakhs tons of Manganese Ores was produced 

from 1924 to 1931. During 1924 to 1929 Indian exported 

twenty-six lakhs tons to England, Belgium, France, 

Germany, Italy and the United States of America. Two 

Companies, namely Tata and Bengal Iron Company were 

producing iron. India herself could utilise only twenty-six 

thousand tons of Manganese Ore. It was produced in great 

bulk in the districts of Bhandara, Balaghat and Nagpur. 

One expert estimate was that the mines located in these 

districts could continue to supply the Manganese Ore at 

least for another

hundred years. The above stated statistics relate to the 

period when Laxminarayan had wound up his Manganese 

Ore Industry. The purpose of giving the statistics is to 

indicate how within a period of twenty-five years not only 

did Laxminarayan plunge into a large scale industry but 

how he inspired others to follow suit. His industrial firm 

was registered under the initials D. L. P., i.e. D. 

Laxminarayan Pullaya. He was continuously assisted in it 

by his younger brother d. Gangadhar. Thus the elder and 

younger brother as owners headed the Industry. An 

English Manager, at a monthly salary of Rs. 2,000/- was 
1

employed to direct it.  From the view point of 

consolidation and organization it was an ideal industry.

Laxminarayan had founded it before the First World 

War began. During the War-years the Manganese Ore 

rates dwindled considerably, for two reasons, namely, 

non-availability of shipping-transport and the destruction 

of some foreign factories utilizing the ore. But the export 

business picked up again after 1923. With his business 

acumen,

1. During the interview, Shri K. Balmukund, the grandson of 
Gangadhar, informed me that the name of the English Manager was 
Mr. Coggan, and the letter D. meant Daham, a village from which the 
Garoo family hailed.
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imagination and persistent perseverance Laxminarayan 

took full advantage of the business-boom. To him goes the 

credit and honour of being the first Indian to have 

independent Manganese Ore business with the European 

countries and the United States of America. All Indians 

should be proud of this fact.

He earned incalculable wealth and if wealth be the 

only criterion for being a great man Laxminarayan 

qualified for it eminently. Logically, then, any one who 

earns a great amount of wealth, either by book or crook, 

should be considered a great man.

Let us illustrate. Suppose there are two farmers. One 

of them uses the traditional irrigation system connected 

with a reservoir for raising the crops in his fields. The other 

one, a more enlightened one, by search and research 

discovers a sizable catchment area where mass of water 

could be stored, a gigantic dam built and through which 

thousand acres of fields irrigated, and electricity supplied 

to various factories and industries. Of these two, then, who 

is greater ? If we accept both as equally great in their own 

right we will have to concede then that both are different 

by temperament and in their approach to agriculture.

Only a man of high calibre, a man of courage of his 

conviction and vivid imagination, could produce

wealth from almost scratch. Laxminarayan was such a 

man. One should not remain dazed and dazzled by the 

brilliant success of such a business magnet. Instead, one 

should seek for novel avenues of service through 

industries, trade and commerce. The industrious and the 

enterprising young Indian entrepreneurs would ever 

remain grateful to Laxminarayan for illustrating self-

confidence, and self-reliance in initiating a new industry.

***
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Laxminarayan had branched out in a new 

enterprise. He was successful in it due to the strength of 

his character, inspiration and destiny. If he had stopped at 

material prosperity, as the best and the dearest goal, he 

could not have achieved greater glorious heights. Perhaps 

he could not have experienced its value, then. It is an easy 

way out to call some one's enterprise unimaginable, 

surprising, if he acted and succeeded in it purely on 

instinct or intuition rather than with reasoning. But it is 

well nigh impossible for any person to act and achieve 

anything without following the principle of cause and 

effect. To state that this does not exist is to admit that these 

are not intelligible to our intellect. There is an element of 

marvel in a sentence that reads that a certain poverty 

stricken man became

CHAPTER  V

DARING  DONATION

king-like rich or a certain low caste man named Valya was 

transformed into a saint like Valmiki. But it is utterly 

absured to think that without a trace of saintliness in 

Valya, Valmiki just out of nothing became saint-like. In 

the case of Swetketu his teacher showed him a seed of a 

bunyan tree and explained to him the principle that : ̂ l ,"k 

% vf.kek] ,rn~ vkRE;a rRoefl*- "The Supreme Deity is Truth. He 
1is the Universal Soul. Thou art He".  Thus he impressed 

upon Swetketu the need for cause and effect. If one 

concentrates on Laxminaryan's centre of inspiration then 

one can detect in it the cause of wondrous work carried 

out through his hands and also realize that he was destined 

to accomplish what he did.

He started the Manganese Ore Industry but he was 

not attached to it. That was his nature of datachment. 

Persons who start industry for industry's sake or earn 

money for money's sake are really ordinary. To-day we 

read very many names of enterprising industrialists. Their 

names may be Tom, Dick or Harry. From sunrise to sunset 

they are occupied with minting money till they die. That is 

they spend their life-span in only

1. In Chandogya Upanisad it is stated : "All this universe has 
the (Supreme) Deity for its life. That Deity is truth. He is the 
Universal Soul. Thou art He."
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worrying about money-minting. They forget that money 

is not an end but a means and as such concentrate only on 

earning money as an end. To fetch water from a well is a 

means to an end which is a bath. But it is meaningless to 

go on drawing water from the well without paying any 

attention to the end of cleanliness of body through the 

bath-water. Perhaps some persons find a purpose in 

money earning for money's sake only; but that sort of 

purpose is purposeless. Nay, if at all anything, it is vanity 

of vanities. It must be pointed out that, that person has 

excelled in the art of living who clearly comprehends that 

the purpose is the means and the end is something else. 

Laxminarayan never felt the need to think that he 

established the Manganese-Ore industry for the whole 

and sole purpose of industry alone. Rather, he felt, he 

must be like an engine-driver who starts the engine and 

after it has picked up its speed he settles down in the 

driver's seat, keeps himself free and proceeds cautiously.

He found the secret of earning money and began to 

ponder on how best to utilize it. Not for a moment did he 

ever neglect his industry. He had the awareness of a 

wiseman. He was fortunate in having Gangadhar, his 

younger brother, as his assistant who supervised the 

mines and looked into all
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the details of running the mines. Laxminarayan looked after 

organisation and management from his office. Rarely did 

he visit the mines because that responsibility he had 

assigned to Gangadhar. Too highly-salaried English 

Engineers were on his pay roll to look after the mechanical 

and technical side of the industry. He had full faith in their 

devotion to duty and everwillingness to work with integrity. 

Many persons were curious to know from Laxminarayan as 

to why he did not pay frequent visits to his mines. Even Sir 

Manekji whom he respected as an elder, as a father, 

inquired from him the reason of his not paying visits to the 

mines and operating his industry from his Kanhan view 

Bungalow Office, whereas Gangadhar alone visited them. 

Laxminarayan replied to him that once upon a time a saintly 

person had admonished him that as long as he stayed away 

from his mines his industry would flourish but the day he 

would visit them he would lose them.

One could draw a moral from this event. By nature 

and as a matter of habit he always totally trusted the 

wisdom-filled advice of the saintly, religious and truth-

practising seers. Such a nature and habit helped him to 

possess a controlled and dispassionate mind. More than in 

his own he had profound faith in and deep love for 

Gangadhar. It must be recalled that the compound in 

which he was

Kanhan View Bunglow with office

in Kamptee

Kanhan residential Bunglow of D. Laxminarayan

in Kamptee
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family came under his spiritual guidance. On each of his 

Kamptee-visits he was worshipped on a lavish  scale. 

Whatever was required and was desirable for his Guru, 

Gangadhar did. Brahmins were served free meals and the 

disciples were received with dignity and candor. Nearly 

500 to 1000 persons were fed freely each day of his Guru's 

visit to Kamptee. It involved an expenditure of five to ten 

thousand rupees. For such a saint, spiritual father and 

purpose there was no need to keep an account of 

expenditure. Laxminarayan never discouraged 

Gangadhar from celebrating such religious functions and 

incurring enormous expenditure.

After founding a huge Trust entitled Bet Narayan 

Maharaj, Narayan Maharaj began to live in Kedgaon. The 

annual expenditure for the maintenance of it came to 

about two lakhs of rupees. Daily visitors and disciples 

were provided free meals. Later on with his entire 

household Gangadhar temporarily shifted to Kedgaon to 

stay near his Guru. To reach there by railway he reserved 

the entire first class train bogey from Kamptee to Bombay 

and from Bombay to Kedgaon and back to Kamptee. 

Unscheduled but with previous arrangement the Madras 

Mail Train halted for him at Kedgaon. He spent nearly 

seven to eight hundred rupees as travel expenditure from 

Kamptee to Kedgaon.

born and brought up there was Rama's Temple with his 

brother Bharat's image in it. Knowingly or unknowingly 

he had cherished Bharat's idol in his heart. He regarded 

Gangadhar as his brother but at times he stated that he was 

like his own son. As such in his heart lingered a loving 

kindness for Gangadhar, to such an extent that he wanted 

to fulfil his aspirations, to be doubly joyful in his joy, to be 

happy in his happiness and to cry when Gangadhar cried. 

Whatever Gangadhar projected Laxminarayan accepted. 

Since he knew well enough that he had none else to love, 

Gangadhar became the cynosure of his eyes and the 

centre of his affection.

The outward supervision of the industry was in 

Gangadhar's hands. He was a degree holder and 

Laxminarayan was more proud of it than Gangadhar 

himself. Constantly Gangadhar was conscious of the fact 

that he had to work after the non-office details of the 

industry. While on tour of the mines he was accompanied 

by a retinue of friends, servants, bearers, orderlies and 

special cooks. He undertook travels and journeys in the 

same fashion. When he had to travel by a train he reserved 

the entire first class bogey and not a berth or 

compartment. He had become a follower of Narayan 

Maharaj of Kedgaon who was a Raj Rishi. He had begun 

visiting Kamptee since 1910. Gangadhar's entire
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that Gangadhar should be eminent and prominent in all 

walks of life. It was his determination to see that 

Gangadhar should not feel the lack of anything nor should 

he be lacking in anything and should win a name and fame 

in public affairs. He saw to it that Gangadhar was elected 

as a member of the local Board of Ramtek Tahsil. As a 

member representing commercial class in the Nagpur 

District Council and as a Chairman of the Local Board he 

performed responsible public works. Both the brothers 

were members of Kamptee Cantonment Board.

That his father-like brother would do more for him 

than what he would do for himself was Gangadhar's belief 

because he had ample evidence of it at every stage. Indeed 

it was his sentiment, his sense of devotion to duty for such 

a father-like brother that prompted him to work more 

assiduously than what was expected of him. Gangadhar 

looked after the mine industry affairs in a meticulous and 

faithful way so that his elder brother would not in any way 

suffer, any loss.

It was because of abiding faith in his younger 

brother's unflinching loyalty to him that even after 

completing his own routine duties, Laxminarayan attended 

his other intellectual interests. He was regretfully and 

constantly conscious of the fact that the adverse 

circumstances did not permit him to

His life-style was regal. He preferred the western 

style of living. The famous Esquith and Lord's firm in 

Bombay did his tailoring. To take his measurements for 

clothes a tailor from that firm came to Kamptee from 

Bombay. Laxminarayan, in contrast, had no interest or 

taste in aping such styles. His clothes were simple 

Brahmin style as he was satisfied with an Indian cotton 

dhoti and a silk-coat. The photographs taken during his 

election campaigns for the Nagpur District Council and 

the Council of States show him clad in European dress but 

it was not to his liking nor of his choice. However, he did 

admire the Western style of living and etiquette adopted 

by Gangadhar. His personality was inspiring. He took 

active interest in games and had a mania for the game of 

Cricket. He played Tennis well and was a patron of Modi 

Club of Kamptee. He personally donated and built the 

club-building in memory of Uncle Kakolam. He 

considered his sacred duty to encourage and support a 

promising player. It was he who arranged a job and other 

facilities to encourage the well known cricketeer C. K. 

alias Cankayya Naidu. He employed Shri V. G. Pillay 

another seeded cricketeer in his own mines. He was a 

member of the mining Association and also of Maharaj 

Bag Club of Nagpur.

As an elder brother Laxaminarayan thought
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he never sent away empty-handed any needy person who 

knocked at his door for help. Not only that but he also had 

experience of what a poor man was called upon to do in 

order to earn his livelihood. His psychology was such that 

he felt that well earned money must be used for 

benevolent purposes. He had seen all stages of money-

spending, money-wasting, money-draining and money-

pouring in his life. Being entrenched in industry and 

business over a period of twenty years he had come to 

realize that without money the human stomach burns with 

hunger but with its improper use the stomach bulges with 

obesity. He did spent his money on social entertainments, 

for public relations and to satisfy his desires and 

pleasures. That may have been partly necessary as a 

business requirement, partly to drown some heart-aches 

because a man has to find ways and means to pacify that 

soul which is constantly restless, restive and revolting.

A person who has underscored the price and value 

of money knows aptly where it needs to be squandered 

and when it needs to be used. In the management of 

mundane affairs Ramdas advised his disciples to be wise. 

Thus what is important is not the action but the propriety 

of concentration on that action. In his earlier life 

Laxaminarayan was poor but in his later life he earned a 

lot of wealth.

receive formal higher education. But he was equally 

determined to wipe out that deficiency by extra reading, 

reflection and meditation. He had acquired as much 

knowledge or information as was required in his industry. 

He was in the habit of buying for his personal library 

almost every new book on the subjects connected with 

Science and Technology. As such there was no dearth of 

books for his perusal and study. It was his belief that the 

money spent in purchasing books was spent for a good 

cause. When a new University was started in Andhra 

Pradesh he donated all the books from his enormous 

Library. Such an altruistic act adds a feather in his cap.

The mind that was enriched by reading, thinking, 

and intellectual curiosity, later on, did not permit him to 

sit still. He became aware of the fact that knowledge 

combined with science makes a man eminent. He now 

began to try to do those things which could be of some use 

to others. As his business got well established he began to 

apply his mind to works of public service. Earthly 

experiences had girded his nature with nobility. Before 

donating an amount he used to ascertain whether the 

donee deserved it or not. He always weighed and 

considered as to how much, when, and where to help. But 

as he himself had first hand experience of poverty
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it is worth because of the simple reason that it cannot be 

verified now. Once there was a regional calamity and 

disaster. So the Governor of Madhya Pradesh invited 

prominent magnets and plutocrats to donate for the relief-
1

fund at his residence . Laxminarayan was one of the 

invitees. On being asked as to what amount he would 

donate, he replied to the Governor, that he would consult 

his younger brother and let him know later on. However, 

he assured that whatever hard cash was available in his 

safe at home the Governor was welcome to have it 

provided he personally came to Kamptee, opened his safe 

and collected the cash from it. On hearing this, the 

Governor and the other business magnets felt that perhaps 

that was Laxminarayan's business gimmick, perhaps a 

preplanned plot or perhaps lack of much cash in his safe. 

To prove his bonafides he instantly handed over the Safe-

key to the Governor. It is further reported that as per his 

assurance and promise when the Governor opened the 

Safe at Laxminarayan's home he found in hard cash the 

enormous amount of five to six lakhs of rupees. It is 

neither important nor essential what the Governor and

He practised the art of using his wealth for the right 

purpose at the right time. He spent his money as a 

philanthropist in a skilful way. That is, like a Dhanayogi, 

he achieved yoga in whatever he earned by the sweat of 

his brow. He never grudged Gangadhar spending as much 

as four or five thousand rupees as his monthly 

expenditure. The joy of that father, who himself wears a 

dhoti patched at places but provides silk-clothes with gold 

threads in them for his son, is immeasurable in terms of 

money-value. Affection and love are indeed inexplicable, 

unfathomable and immeasurable. Since love does not 

have any commercial value as such everything becomes 

amicable through it.

Laxminarayan had no pride in personal enjoyment 

of his wealth as an end but only as a means to an end. 

Therefore, he attempted to be a Dhanayogi, a skilful and 

rational utilizer of wealth as a means to an end. Without 

being bombastic or an exhibitionist he unceremoniously 

donated a part of his wealth to any needy individual or 

institution. He was aware of the fact that blowing his own 

trumpet while in process of donating is dereliction of 

one's duty because, later on, to donate became a duty, a 

religion to him.

Those in close contact with him have related a story 

about him but one has to take it for whatever

1. Sir Montague Butler was the Governor of the Central 
Provinces and Berar, as well as, the Chancellor of Nagpur University.
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those present on the occasion felt in finding such a huge 

amount in cash in his Safe. What is important is to 

visualise the mischievously innocent and triumphant 

smile on Laxminarayan's face.

With that sense and wave of wealth-dedication 

Laxminarayan plunged himself in people's welfare 

activities. He continued also with his quest for knowledge 

and reading. Every book that he undertook to read he read 

studiously. He wrote down weighty words, expressions 

and quotable quotes in his own handwriting. In a separate 

exercise note book he copied selected Sanskrit stanzas 

and wise sayings. The same diligence he used as far as his 

public responsibility was concerned. He had studied upto 
1Matriculation only.  To write and speak in the English 

Language he spared no personal effort. After the 

Montford Reforms were implemented in the year 1920 he 

contested from Nagpur-Ramtek Constituency as a 

candidate for membership to the Legislative Council of 

Madhya Pradesh.

1. In my interview with Mrs. Bahinabai on 13-12-76, she 
stated that D. Laxminarayan had studied upto Intermediate Arts, 
though he was not a degree holder. However, Sriyut Anand Rao Joshi 
has stated that he did not pass his Matriculation Examination. See his 
article in Udyam Monthly, January, 1933, p. 6.
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On the 1st August, 1920, he published a demisize 

771 pages book entitled, "Writings and Speeches of Rai 
1

Saheb D. Laxminarayan ." It is a collection of his articles 

written and speeches delivered while he contested from 

Nagpur-Ramtek Constituency. It was printed at the 

Aryabhusan Press of Poona. His diligent study of the 

land-reforms in Madhya Pradesh is visible in his book. It 

is a collection of 85 articles. They were earlier published 

in the English Weekly, The Hitwada, The Nagpur and 

Berar Times, and The Message of Bombay, Sarvajanik 
2Sabha Quarterly of Poona and the Hindu of Madras . He 

expressed his opinion that in the political field only the 

constitutional means must be used. His view were neither 

radical nor conservative but liberal and balanced. They 

dealt with a number of subject such as land reforms, land 

consolidation, education, railway administration, 

burning questions before the country, University 

education, meetings, conferences and councils. While 

presiding over the meetings and conferences he expressed 

the same

1. In my interview with Shri K. Balmukund, the son of Shri 
Gangadharrao, the brother of  Laxminarayan, I was told that Shri N. 
A. Dravid had compiled this book.

2. Sriyut Anand Rao Joshi has given an excellent life sketch 
of D. Laxminarayan in the special issue of Udyam Monthly, January, 
1933, pp. 5-12.
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formidable candidate, was his opponent. On the 17th 

February, 1930, the polling took place and Laxminarayan 

polled 208 but Rai Bahadur Naidu only 93 votes. He then 

went to New Delhi and attended the session of the Council 

of States in February, 1930.

After three months, i.e. on the 3rd May, 1930, he 

made his Will and after four months, i.e. on the 30th 
1

September, 1930, he died . How much turmoil did his 

mind pass through during that period of seven months ? 

To know it would surely be very instructive.

His aspirations and ambitions must have been 

enlarged after he attended the session of the Council of 

States as an elected member and perhaps he attempted to 

realize them gradually. By acquiring knowledge through 

intensive reading and study he overcame the lack of 

formal education. He then had a realization that a time 

was fast approaching when his experience, knowledge 

and wealth, i.e. his mind, money and body should be 

utilized for higher and still higher ideals.

When the mind is enlightened and awakened man 

consciously wants to undertake such an action that would 

be a fitting tribute to that activised

views. His public works were substantiated by his 

personal sacrifice. He worked as a member of the 

Kamptee Cantonment Board and tried to usher in some 

reforms. It was as a result of his earnest endeavours that 

the Government gave Kamptee town a Municipal Council 

besides the Cantonment Board. He was its President 

while he lived.  He became a member as well as the 

President of the Nagpur District Council in 1927 and 

again in 1930. As the President he helped the down-

trodden and the poor peasants. For various schemes of 

education and improvement he spent a sum of rupees fifty 

thousand from his own pocket. It was one of his dreams to 

make the Nagpur District Council an ideal one but that 

dream remained unfulfilled. The general public as well as 

the government appreciated and recognised his 

outstanding selfless service to the people. As a token of 

appreciation the Government conferred on him the 

honorary titles of Rai Saheb as well as Rao Bahadur.

It was at his initiative that a new Insurance 

Company named the Pioneer Insurance Company was 

started in Nagpur and he became its first Director and 

President.

In 1930 he was a candidate for the membership of 

the Council of States of the Indian Parliament. Rai 

Bahadur Shri K. S. Naidu of Wardha, a very

1. See the Text of Laxminarayan's Will in the Appendix of 
this book at the end.
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mind. The Royal Swan looks at the moon. When he looks 

at the shining, cool, ornamental and beautiful moon he 

feels sorry that he had to eat moss. so he vomits it out. It is 

the Royal Swan alone, who with an elated mind, can take 

a prompt and important action.

Having spent two and half months after his election, 

like the Royal Swan, could it not be that his elated and 

energized state of mind prepared and sealed his 
1extraordinarily noble Will ?

1. During interview with 97 years old Dr. Shyam Vyas, 
Laxminarayan's personal physician, he informed me that 
Laxminarayan refused to adopt any make as his son because of the 
fear, that the adopted son my squander away well-earned wealth. He 
also informed me to the effect that Laxaminarayan refused to pay a 
sum of rupees two lakhs to the Governor for receiving the title of 
Knighthood from the British Government.

***

By his courage, perseverance, his brother's co-

operation and help of expert managers, Laxminarayan 

started a new industry and achieved unparalleled success. 

In fact, it was a stage when any man would have 

developed insatiable amibition, bordering on greed.

But something was gradually happening, 

something was brewing up; slowly, inch by inch, drop by 

drop, some inner struggle was striking a blow !

On October 20, 1925, the prosperous Manganese 

industry was sold to the "Tirodi Manganese Ore 

Company" for a sum of rupees thirty lakhs. Inspired by 

love and affection towards his younger brother, he paid in 

cash from this amount, rupees ten lakhs, to Gangadharrao.

CHAPTER  VI

DISCORDANT  DISTRESS
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As explained in the Gita the  tortoise had, as if, withdrawn 

its head in its body.

Something was steaming, something was exploding ! 

The inner storm was about to break out !

After the death of Uncle Kakolam, Laxminarayan, 

Gangadharrao and their family went to live in their Kanhan 

Bungalow. They stayed there from 1906 to 1925. 

Gangadharrao along with his family left Kamptee in 1924 

and went to live with his Guru Bet Narayan Maharaj in 

Kedgaon, in Poona District.

During that period of twenty years the family 

experienced periodic ups and downs, a cycle of happiness 

and unhappiness. Death had taken the toll of the family 

members. The Uncle's death was followed by the mother's; 

then Gopalkrishna' the youngest brother's due to plague in 

1903, and then Gangadharrao's first wife's, in succession, 

one after the other. If one thinks of it, it seemed that death 

was making a wild riotous display in that family. Death was 

watching the acid test of the courage of Laxminarayan's 

mind. It seemed as if Fate was waiting to see him defeated 

by Death's blows. Prosperity makes a man joyous. Such joy 

increases man's pride. Such pride and pretensions trangress 

the limit of religion. The

God of Death seemed anxious to test the degree to which 

religion, culture and virtue had gone deep into 

Laxminarayan's personal life. Death did not bother to 

know whether he would be welcomed. It was the sacred 

duty of the God of Death to get every one in his net at the 

predestined period. When the God of Death hovers 

around everyone has to follow its tenets.

Laxminarayan was never tired of learning. He was 

always ready to accept humbly and determinately 

whatever came his way. He did not swerve from it. He 

allowed nothing to come in the way of his love for his kith 

and kin. He gave an inkling to no one that slowly his mind 

was drifting away from the affection of the loved ones and 

was turning indifferent and dispassionate towards them.

Though the test was truly tough, Laxminarayan was 

holding out and enduring it. Suppressing the piercing 

pangs of pain he kept on smiling and encouraging others.

During Laxminarayan's sad or glad moments, the 

one person he could look at and become pacified and the 

one person for whom by doing everything he could get 

relief, was none other than his younger brother 

Gangadharrao. He was really a very efficient and gallant 

person. But even he had no peace of mind.                     

His wife Laxmibai alias Buchibai had many



Discordant Distress / 6968 / The Divine Donor

children.  All of them, after birth, opened their tender, 

eager eyes to look at the world for a moment, and then 

closed them for ever. What grief and sorrow this couple 

must have suffered at the cruelty of fate ? At least they 

could call them their children and weep over their deaths 

as parents. But Laxminarayan was not even that fortunate, 

because as an elder, it was his duty to console them. While 

putting a comforting and encouraging hand on the 

younger one's back, he was not supposed to shed and 

show his tears. The restlessness of mind he had to divert, 

and put into outward things and suppress it. He could put 

it to sleep by medicine or other remedies, if he wanted, but 

even so, he knew that it kept on agonising him and even a 

good hearted person like him found it hard to control.

It was painful enough for him to watch his younger 

brother's children being born and passing away. But that 

was not all as Laxminarayan's mind was constantly 

grieved by an indescribable affliction. His first wife had 

borne children. But none of them survived. Bahinabai, the 

second wife also had children. Not just one or two but as 

many as eight or perhaps ten. Perhaps the last child was 

born in the year 1915. Not a single one survived !

What was the remedy to pacify this sorrow ? None 

whatsoever. This fate he had to bear, and this

suffering he had to endure. He could not afford to lose 

mental balance for if he allowed tears to flood in his own 

eyes, how could he stop the torrent from Bahinabai's eyes? 

To whom could he narrate the restlessness and yearning of 

his heart? The younger one in the family enjoys happiness, 

but the elder one suffers mental anguish.

Laxminarayan thought, "To see one's own flesh and 

blood vanish from sight, and the very life come like a 

passing wind and be gone the next moment, that was 

destiny and nothing else". "Thou art born of my flesh and 

blood ! Thou art ruling over my heart ! Thou art my son, 

hence Thou art me. Thou livest a hundred seasons and 

Thou art blessed" !!! The parents who can make such 

exclamations about their children, are the envy of the 

Gods because of their good fortune.  But Tragic is the 

suffering of those parents because before such an 

exclamation can come from them. Death presses its hand 

on the lips of their children. Even the Gods do not have the 

strength to understand it.

How Laxminarayan and his wife Bahinabai bore 

such a blow, only they themselves knew, their fate knew 

and their God knew !

What an irony of fate that the children for whom the 

abundance of wealth could be saved, utilised and 

i n c r e a s e d  c o m e  o n e  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  a n d
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disappear for ever. How to bear such suffering ? And for 

how long and why ? In what other things should the mind 

be absorbed ?

How tragic that a creeper of hopes and aspirations 

about to blossom and bloom should end in flame because 

of some one's curse.

At sunrise Laxminarayan used to get engrossed in 

mundane affairs. Perhaps the sun's rays dispelled the 

darkness from the recesses of his mind. At night, the 

pillow taken for relaxation became wet with his 

heartbroken tears. Innumerable times shuddering disgust 

was the result. Those who should live and enjoy die and 

only others survive. But why should we live ? What for ? 

For whom ? Such critical, primal thoughts gripped 

Laxminarayan's mind, and he was frightened of them.

On the surface nothing could be discerned. The 

name, fame, honour, reputation were at their zenith. His 

external activities continued shiningly and unhampered. 

Greetings from friends were being received continuously.

But before destiny neither Gangadhar nor 

Laxminarayan could do anything. Gangadhar took the 

"Mantra" or incantation of the Raj Yogi Narayan Maharaj. 

It was as if he had started penance for his peace of mind. 

He knew that if the hands are folded and the head is 

bowed, before

some one the weakness of mind lessens. In carrying out 

his deep devotion, and adoration of his Guru Gangadhar 

spared neither body, mind nor wealth. No one has given a 

satisfactory answer to the question : Which is greater ? The 

Guru, the Master or the devotion of the disciple ? The 

saints and seers have ushered in Godliness in the stone-

idols on the strength of their devotions. It is the power of 

devotion that controls the inner anger, jealousy and 

indulgences. Laxminarayan could perform it and achieve 

"prasad", happiness of mind and peace of soul.

Laxminarayan was then bent upon being free from 

mental agony and restlessness. He was drawn towards 

astrology. Through it he hoped to perceive the 

unperceived and unperceivable. He gave as much 

adoration to Narayan Maharaj as he could. It was not 

revealed whether he took the incantation of the Guru. 

Gladly he spent enormous amounts of money for Narayan 

Maharaj. Gangadhar used to arrange lavish ritual-filled 

worship services when Maharaj visited Kamptee. In such 

services Laxminarayan participated with folded hands, 

prayerfully and reverentially.

A person named Mr. Khandekar, a sub-judge and 

close friend of Laxminarayan, stated that during the years 

1910-14, Laxminarayan had one child.
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Narayan Maharaj had begun to pay visits to Kamptee 

after 1910 and Laxminarayan had great hopes that 

through Maharaj's blessing, his child may survive. But 

that did not materialize. Later on, perhaps because of that 

he left the craze for astrology and began to develop an 

apathetic, and indifferent aloofness towards astrologers, 

saints, seers and sadhus, the holy men.

Laxminarayan's family life appeared to be under the 

shadow of sorrow and suffering. Events took place in his 

family over which he had no control. Every member of 

the family was saturated with pain, sadness and sorrow 

individually. Discretion was shelved. The minds of men, 

working outside the house, were absorbed in activity and 

kept in balance. But the bickerings, complaints and 

dissatisfaction, which spread among the women folk in 

the family, began to come to the surface. Nothing was 

lacking in that family but no one's mind was at peace. 

Although twelve children were born to Laxminarayan not 

a single one survived. Gangadhar had eight children. With 

such misfortune any mother would have gone mad but it is 

surprising how Bahinabai or Laxmibai kept calm, 

composed and confident. Although no one in particular 

was responsible for such a state of affairs everyone 

suspected that perhaps the days of Laxminarayan's 

family were numbered.

Inspite  of being swarmed by sadness and by ill-

luck, there lingered a ray of hope for them. Out of all the 

children of Gangadhar, Rajlakshmi was the only surviving 

child. She was born to keep alive the family-tree. She was 

protected by each member of the family. Her words 

brought sun-shine to the sorrow-filled family. Her 

movement enhanced the glory of the family. Rajlakshmi 

meant a lamp that would keep the family-flame alive. The 

mothers of the family bore fruits twenty times, but only 

one survived and that was Rajlakshmi. she was the 

inspiration and supporter of all. As such she was 

possessively protected, and profusely fondled.

Rajlakshmi was nurtured with love and affection. 

Her growing up was both happy and unhappy, because the 

daughter as per Hindu custom is the wealth of others. Her 

parents knew that one day she would have to leave her 

parents' house with tears and go to her new home. And 

when she was married and went to her father-in-law's 

house what would become of those who were left behind? 

Her father Gangadhar was obsessed with that idea. 

Laxminarayan was also worried. Gangadhar had hoped to 

get a Maharashtraian son-in-law so that his daughter 

would not be very far from
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them, and that would facilitate their visits with her.

Accordingly, they found a boy because Gangadhar 

had a liberal mind and was a reformist. When it is a 

question of marriage, the daughter looks for beauty, the 

mother looks for stability and wealth, but the father's 

concern is for the happiness of the daughter, and the 

relatives look for family prestige. Laxminarayan, and 

orthodox Hindu Brahmin, did not like Gangadhar's idea. 

He could not conceive of how the daughter could be 

married outside her Telugu Brahmin caste. He was afraid 

that if religious traditions were not followed, Gods' curse 

would descend. Laxminaraya, the orthodox, the tradition-

bound Brahmin, was not prepared to test either poison of 

nectar on this score. He disagreed vehementaly with 

Gangadhar's choice of a husband for Rajlakshmi. As such, 

he took the lead in the final settlement of Rajlakshmi's 

wedding. He selected a Brahmin boy of his choice. He was 

so handsome that the pet Rajlakshmi readily approved of 

him. The proposed bridegroom was a college student. He 

had the potentiality to be some one. While selecting the 

bridegroom what care and from what angle Laxminarayan 

looked at it, need to be mentioned. He knew that there were 

no children in his household. In that decision the 

uppermost thought in Laxminarayan's mind was that

if his genealogy was to continue he must find such a boy 

whose parents had no dearth of children.

After seeing and testing, the boy selected was Shri 

K. V. Chiranjivrao. His father's name was K. V. 

Subarayadu. Laxminarayan collected all the necessary 

data on the prospective bridegroom. He knew his aunt for 

the last ten years. He was bent upon not taking any risk in 

the selection of the young bridegroom. In the first place, 

Rajlakshmi was dear to all of them and secondly, she was 

the only living issue in the family.

With pomp and pageantry Rajlakshmi was married 

to Chiranjivrao in the Kanhan View Bungalow in 

Kamptee, in May, 1920. Narayan Maharaj graced the 

occasion. 

Laxminarayan had an affectionate attachment for 

Rajlakshmi more than her parents. He was very tender-

hearted towards her. Even a slight ailment to her and 

Laxminarayan was restless. For administering medicine 

to her, if and when she was ill, he trusted no one. In order to 

give her medicine on time during her sickness he kept 

awake the whole night. Only after she recovered from 

such illness, did Laxminarayan think of food and sleep.

He selected Chiranjivrao as a son-in-law because he 

loved him, as if, he was his own son. The condition of a 

man's nature at times is
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extraordinary. Motherhood and fatherhood mean nectar-

filled fountain of affection and it must flow somewhere. 

To Chiranjivrao, Laxminarayan was like his own father 

and mother. He stayed at Laxminarayan's home. Although 

in 1924, his wife, father-in-law and mother-in-law went to 

stay with Bet Narayan Maharaj in Kedgaon, under the 

pretext of education, he stayed with Laxminarayan in 

Kamptee because he knew how much fatherly affection 

and attention he received from him. It was Laxminarayan 

who appreciated him, encouraged him and loved him 

dearly. In 1924, when the son-in-law contacted ordinary 

malaria fever. Laxminarayan sat awake for the whole 

night massaging his legs with ghee.

Chiranjivrao graduated and passed his Law 

Examination. Laxminarayan was planning to send him to 

England for higher education in Industrial Chemistry and 

the study of Mines, but gave it up as Gangadhar did not 

approve of the idea. This shows that Laxminarayan was 

keenly aware of the value of Industrial and Technological 

education.

Rajlakshmi gave birth to three daughter and three sons 

of whom the first was a daughter and second a son. The son 

was born on February 19, 1925, and was named Balmukund 

And when he was born there was such joy as if a
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prince was born in the family. So much so that sweets were 

profusely distributed from an elephant's back as on a 

festive occasion. In a lengthy letter to Chiranjivrao, who 

was at the time studying in Calcutta, Laxminarayan 

expressed his joy at the birth of a son who was the lamp of 

succession.

If that self-written letter was available for perusal 

one could have known in what words he expressed his joy 

at the birth of a grandson. That hand-written letter of 

Laxminarayan would have been a specimen of classical 

poetic value. The words used in it must have been like the 

tender leaves of the peepul tree; the tinge of the words may 

have been like an orange; they may have been faultness in 

form. It may have contained meaningful words that sound 

like the sweet chiming of little bells, because through them 

was expressed the reanimated affection, the beauty of 

which needed no external clothing.

There was a sudden change in the nature of 

Laxminarayan after he got the son-in-law of his choice 

and also after the birth of Balmukund, his grandson, which 

he considered, as adding sugar to milk.

After 1915, he did not have any children, 

Unconsciously, he developed detachment with regard to 

wealth and property. But now life began to have
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a new meaning for him. As such he began to look after his 

wealth and pursued actively the progress of his industry 

and business. Even though unnecessary he began to be 

more cautious with money. Whatever expenses he 

formerly thought were essential, now, he began to 

consider them as non-essential and meaningless. There 

was a marked change in the life-style of Gangadhar also 

since he had accepted with abounding faith the 

incantation of his Guru. He longed to be completely 

immersed in his devotion.

On that score he incurred lavish expenditure. Earlier 

Laxminarayan did not object to it, but now he had second 

thoughts on it. Yet he did not decrease the payment of 

expenditure. Even after Gangadhar had gone away to stay 

with Bet Narayan Maharaj in Kedgaon, for his expenses 

there for a year and a half, Laxminarayan sent him about 

forty-one thousand rupees, besides, rupees ten lakhs 

given earlier when the Manganese Mines were sold.

Moreover, Laxminarayan felt that it was 

unnecessary for Gangadhar to continue to stay in 

Kedgaon and go on spending money. He also felt that at 

the arrival of grandson Balmukund the family bickerings 

would subside and unnecessary expenses would be 

avoided. He could no longer 

tolerate the extravagance on Narayan Maharaj. He was 

afraid that it would mean a dreadful drain on the family 

finances. Therefore, he tried to persuade Gangadhar to 

return to stay in Kamptee. Many of his friends also 

intervened, but in vain.

As a repercussion Gangadhar was more adamant 

than before to continue his residence at Bet Maharaj Trust 

in Kedgaon. He built a bungalow and shifted his entire 

family there. However, at the beginning, off and on, he 

paid visits to Kamptee during which time Laxminarayan 

constantly continued to coax him to return to the Kamptee 

residence, but with no success. Later on, Gangadhar 

minimized his Kamptee visits. If he did come, he would 

press Laxminarayan to divide the property and give him 

his share. That was an added affliction to Laxminarayan.

After Gangadhar's departure from Kamptee, 

Laxminarayan became melancholy. He could not apply 

his mind  to anything and after balmukund's birth, became 

even gloomy. The very thought that his younger brother 

was living separately from him was unbearable to him. 

From childhood he was habitually looking at Gangadhar 

as Bharat, standing rock-like near Rama in the Rama 

Temple at his residence. In spite of the
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fact that his younger brother left him, he showered his 

love on him, but his mind started sinking. He felt that if 

things were going to turn out like that, what was the 

propriety of industry and wealth ? Thus he began self-

affliction. As soon as he entered the house there was 

silence. His spacious Kanhan bungalow was not meant 

for lodging a solitary person. Although half of it was used 

as the office the other half became haunted for him. 

Sometimes out of sheer family squabble, sometimes 

looking at the real situation with proper perspective, 

Laxminarayan began to feel incapable of managing the 

entire business single-handedly.

"My Bharat has gone, which means that someday 

Rajlakshmi and Balmukund would also go. Chiranjivrao, 

although he lives with me, what right do I have over him?" 

Such was his self-musing.

But that which Laxminarayan never desired or 

thought of, had already happened. He, therefore, decided to 

withdraw himself before he suffered more pain than he 

already had. He reflected : "Blessed are those who live with 

me; likewise blessed are those who live away from me; I 

am here to suffer the curse and through that curse I crave to 

find out a blessed way". Such were Laxminarayan's 

thoughts as he became more introspective.

He built a spacious bungalow in Nagpur after

he had wound up the industry. He also had houses and 

estate in Secunderabad. He was no longer interested in 

living in the Kanhan bungalow. He felt he should start a 

new life in a new place, and be friend those dear ones who 

had become estranged earlier. Perhaps social service, he 

thought, would bring him peace of mind and soul.

In 1926, the house-warming ceremony of the 

imposing Nagpur Bungalow, was performed. He 

expressed his mental anguish because Gangadharrao 

remained absent from the ceremony. Even the slightest 

physical suffering induced him to complain about 

Gangadharrao because he had not come to meet and stay 

with him. He mused : "I know why he did not come. He 

wants his share of the property. But why a share ? Why do I 

need all this and for whom ? This is for you and yours. But, 

at least explain to me how you will utilize this estate and 

property. Your genealogy tree has borne buds and fruits. If 

it is useful for its advancement, the estate is for your use 

only. Some say that there are family quarrels and 

bickerings; but I say it is not an unusual thing, as it is 

everywhere. Should such bickerings bring about 

separation? Please go wherever you wish to. Don't bother 

about my illness. It will be cured. If there is no one, to take 

care of me, the doctors are there.  Aren't they ?"
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He was of the firm opinion that the Estate should not 

be divided as it was earned through the sweat of the brow. 

He mused, "if we think it belongs to us, then it does  

belong to us; if we think it does not belong to us, then it 

does not belong to us. Why should we divide it then ? I 

may be here today but not tomorrow. Then what will 

happen to the Estate?" 

Many people observed that Laxminarayan's eyes 

filled with tears whenever there was talk of division of 

property. Attempts were made by eminent friends to 

persuade Gangadharrao not to press for division of 

property. Beyond that nobody could help. Laxminarayan 

felt that no matter what happened each one could have as 

much as he wanted from the business and wealth, but 

there should be no talk of division. For he felt very 

ardently, that division was as it were, an assault on his 

very honour. It meant an insult to his headship, love and 

affection. He argued to himself that after all 

Gangadharrao was his brother. Often in reverence he had 

placed his head on Laxminarayan's feet. Surely some day 

he could return home and if he did it would take him not 

more than twenty-four hours. His heart began to cry out 

for his younger brother, his niece and his grand-children.

      Fate, nevertheless, had not approved of

this. Laxminarayan was not destined to end his life in peace 

and happiness. Therefore, another unwanted and sad event 

took place. On November 18, 1927, without the knowledge 

of Laxminarayan, Gangadharrao departed from Bet 

Narayan Maharaj, but not with a view to go to Kamptee. 

On the contrary, he went to a place from where no one has 

yet returned. Laxminarayan kept on calling him. On the 

fifth day after Gangadharrao's death Laxminarayan visited 

the place Bet Narayan Maharaj. He consoled Laxmibai, his 

widow. He tried to persuade her to return with him to 

Kamptee but neither she nor any one else accompanied 

him. With his face averted, this head of the family, empty 

handed, but with some momentous mental reservation and 

determination returned to Kamptee.

He felt his domestic-drama, his life-business was 

over. The person for whom he felt that life was worth 

living, had disobeyed him and gone to the other world.

He began to philosophize now, with interrogations 

such as, "Is this world real or an illusion ? Which is real in 

life, spiritual blessing or material happiness ? Even if one 

believes that everything material is a net of illusion or a 

mirage, one can neither discard it nor detach oneself away 

from it completely. Then why believe that it is a 
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net of illusion ? One can see with the naked eye the 

garment woven out of the threads made up from the 

mind's resolution and option. One must accept it as real. If 

one thinks it is unreal, then, man's actions do not make any 

sense."

If life is like a river, then, one must ferry across it 

successfully. It does not make any sense to minimize one's 

status by thinking that it is an ordinary water-vessel and 

not the  vessel that occupies the summit position on the 

top of a temple, simply because the position is reversed.

Thus in 1927 after his visit to Bet Narayan Maharaj 

in Kedgaon, he returned alone to his Kanhan Bungalow. 

His mind was completely transformed. he now began to 

believe that whatever he had done, was doing, and would 

do in future was real. It was true because he said to 

himself: "I have done it myself. I will not allow myself to 

be cheated. I will not allow fate to overpower me. Who 

knows on what basic principles this world goes on? To 

live in  it is to enjoy it by renunciation" ̂ rsu R;Drsu Hkq=thFkk%* 
1"By renouncing it (the world) thou shalt save (thy soul)."

      With such rambling thoughts, remembering

his own actions and the creator, Laxminarayan became 

more introspective.

1. Adapted from is a Upanisad in Dr. Roer's book cited                   
earlier.

***



It was in the year 1886 that a ten years old innocent 

boy heard the last departing words : "Nana, I am leaving. I 

could not deposit anything but while departing. I am 

depositing myself in you. Look after your brothers and 

your mother. You are living in the precincts of a temple, 

know your duty. My blessings on you".

Those were the words of the hardworking and 

struggling Pullaya Garoo. The listener was his eldest son 

Laxminarayan.

In the year 1904, a robust impressive young man of 

twenty-eight, heard again the departing words : "Look, 

Nana, I must go. I am not sorry about it. I am leaving 

behind my desire to see you all performing your duty. 

Whatever memories I cherished I am taking them with me.

CHAPTER  VII

DEPARTING  WORDS

What I cannot carry I am leaving behind for you and your 

family. Whatever step of the ladder you are on to-day, to-

morrow you must reach a step higher. You are the 

protector of all including your ownself. I am authorizing 

you to perform my last obsequial rites. My blessings I 

leave with you." 

Those were the departing words of Uncle Kakolam, 

a man always ready to fulfil others' needs. The listener 

was the young, alert Laxminarayan.

Orders were obeyed. To-day one step, to-morrow 

another, the third day still another, thus he was 

authoritatively ascending the ladder with dogged 

determination. Sensational success for him was only at 

arm's length.

He was determined to reach a prestigious stage and 

also to raise the standard of those who surrounded him. 

But he did not want any publicity about it. "Come one and 

all; my palm is open. Whatever I am donating is really not 

mine. Whoever donated it to me, I am simply passing on 

his blessings to you. That is my duty; that is my creed. He 

adopted me as his own. Hence it is my bounden duty to call 

you all mine." In this fashion Laxminarayan introspected.

It was on the 18th of November, 1927, that from far 

far away a clairvoyant call was as it were, broadcast ! 

Only one, single solitary word,
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"Nana", was heard. There was nothing else before or after 

its echo. That was as it were the telepathic utterance 

supposedly of Gangadhar from Bet Narayan Maharaj in 

Kedgaon.

It was received by a fifty-year old, duty-conscious, 

experienced, matured, industrious, successful, pragmatic 

person. His name was none other than D. Laxminarayan - 

by religion a devout Hindu - by caste a chaste Brahmin.

As per his traditions, duty and religion he found 

profound meaning in his younger brother's death-

utterance. The Hindu religion requires that the first 

twenty-five years of a person's life must be spent in 

pursuit of knowledge and expertise; the next twenty-five 

in practising them and the next twenty-five years in 

paying off debts, to God, to Guru and to parents. For it is 

written :
^^lR;kUUk izefnrO;a] /kekZUu izefnrO;a(
dq'kykUu izefnrO;a Lok/;k; izopukH;ka u izefnrO;aA**

"Let there be no neglect of Truth ;

Let there be no neglect of Duty ;

Let there be no neglect of Protection (prudence) ;

Let there be no neglect of the Reading
1

and of the Teaching"

Accordingly, Laxminarayan thought that now the stage 

had come for him to share and deliver that which he had 

earlier learnt from others. For him the first and second 

stage of twenty-five years were over. And now he was 

saddled in the third stage; the third ashram called 
1Vanprasthashram - a stage of living in a Forest. When one 

arrives at that stage of life one must use up whatever 

wealth one has earned and accumulated. That act one has 

to perform not in an uninhabitated, forlorn, barren place 

but whilst dwelling among the people for their welfare 

and upliftment. To be apathetic, indifferent, dis-

passionate, unconcerned about one's about one's house-

hold is renunciation, i.e. Vanprasthashram - the forest - 

living stage. In that stage whether one stays at home or in a 

forest is one and the same thing.

Laxminarayan had a prominent penchant for 

acquisition and accumulation of knowledge. He was 

unable to do so in a straightforward, easy and formal 

manner while he was a student. He was conscious of the 

obstacles and road blocks he had to overcome and cross 

for the mastery of knowledge. 
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1. Adapted from Dr. E. Roer's : The Twelve Principal 
Upanisadas, p. 206.

1. In the Hindu tradition there are four stages of life. 
Balyashram : Childhood stage; Gruhasthashram ; Married stage; 
Vanprasthashram : Forest living stage and Sanyasashram : The 
renunciation, the monastic stage.



Not only that but he had a keen awareness of the 

significance of knowledge. From devotion to one 

discipline of knowledge he conquered worldly, or 

materialistic success. Now he was called upon to explore 

and exploit another discipline.

Laxminarayan was fond of philosophy. He had 

committed to memory about four to six Upanisadas. 

Regularly, after his morning ablutions he rhythmically 

recited either Kaivallaya or Isahavasyopanisad. In these 

sacred Upanisadas are treasured and deposited the rich 

experiences of thousands of great people and sages. He, 

almost daily, recited the nectar-yielding incantation of 

Kaivallaya panisad thus :
^u deZ.kk u izt;k u /kusu R;kxsusdsuee`rRoeku'kq%A*

Neither by action, nor by offspring nor even by wealth 

one attains immortality, but by sacrifice alone they have 

attained immortality.

He recited this prayer with folded hands and then 

attended to his daily mundane duties. Fate had 

overpowered him, and destroyed his family peace. Yet in 

his loneliness and dejection he recalled this prayer at 

every step. So that its memory may not evaporate while 

riding on the crest of success, he encaged this incantation 

in his departing words.

      He was leading a life of sorrow inspite of his

wealth. He was slowly sinking under the burden of family 

worries. He was melancholy because of the death of his 

own and his brother's and relatives' children. He wanted 

that all family members must live jointly, look after each 

other and eat together. But that was not to be. It just did not 

click.

The Ashwattha tree prosperous with branches and 

leaves invites all who desire to enjoy its cool shadow or to 

calm themselves down. The heat does not penetrate its 

shadow. The Ashwattha is the symbol of inspiration for 

knowledge.

As if under its serene shadow Laxminarayan, a 

Hindu brahmin wrote his Will so that all may have facility 

to get scientific and technological knowledge. His will 

begins as follows :

"I, D. Laxminarayan, son of Pullaya Garoo, Telugu 

Brahmin, resident of Kanhan......... make this my last Will 
1on this third May, 1930......................... "

This note was for his kith and kin. It reflected his 

sense of duty and his vision for the future, but the rest of 

the Will contains great
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1. In my interview with Smt. Bahinabai, Sri & Smt. K. 
Balmukund and others I gathered that the original copy of the Will 
does not seem to be in possession of any person in Nagpur but its 
copies are available.



selfishness in it. And selfishness can be wiped out by 

selflessness alone. In summary it states :

"(1) I am possessed of movable property. I am                  

independently giving a detailed account of it. This is 

my earning for the last twenty-five years.

(2) I have no issue at present. All my children are dead.      

My wife, Shrimati Bahinabai, is alive.

(3) From my wealth, one lakh rupees should be given to 

Namdar Gokhale's Servants of India Society. The      

interest thereof should be always used for the             

maintenance of the Society branch in Nagpur.

(4) The interest of one lakh rupees should be utilised for 

the persons listed by me.

(5) There should be provision of rupees fourteen              

thousand for Radhabai, my youngest deceased             

brother's wife.

(6) If by God's blessing. I get a son hereafter and he is        

alive at my death, a sum of rupees two lakhs from        

my wealth should be invested in Government                

Securities. The interest accruing thereon should be               

applied towards the maintenance and education of               

my son during his minority. When he acquires           

majority, the sum of two lakhs should be made over       

to him.

(7) Two lakhs of rupees should be invested in

Government Securities and the interest thereof           

should be given to my wife Bahinabai for her            

expenses. From my earnings she may have                  

whichever house she likes, any furniture useful to       

her, and she should get my Insurance Policy of             

rupees fifty thousand.

(8) If the interest from the amounts mentioned above                 

are not utilized for the purpose mentioned, that         

whole amount, and

(9) My whole property, movable and immovable                  

should be given to Nagpur University. From this              

Nagpur University should utilize for teaching                    

Applied Science and Chemistry to Hindu students            

domiciled for not less than six years in Central           

Provinces and Berar. This condition of my Will                     

should be scrupulously carried out."

The total donation of Laxminarayan's Estate and 

Property as per his Will described above, came to rupees 

thirty-five lakhs. No other Indian had donated so large an 

amount to any institution. Truly the estate and property 

are not important because what was earned with the co-

operation of others was donated to others. Whatever 

Laxminarayan himself had earned during his life-time he 

donated at one stroke. In the history of donations by 

Indians, this fact is unique, unparalleled and
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1matchess.

Truly words fall flat in describing the magnitude of 

such a magnanimous donation.

Point by point, and extensively are recorded the 

parting words of D. Laxminarayan in his Will. Like the 

Will of the late Lokmanya Tilak, Laxminarayan's Will is 

also realistic and precise. Extracts of the Will are given 

above in summary form but the entire text of the Will is 
2

given elsewhere .

As a realization of his ideal of public service he 

uttered his last sentence by way of his Will and left it as a 

legacy for the welfare of the people. According to his 

nature, he kept his Will a closely guarded secret. He did 

not publicize it. This was "the last word" before achieving 

the end. His eyes were set on the other world but his 

aspirations were still pinned down to this world.

The excitement of the elections to the Council of 

States was over. He was elected as a member. That  was 

one step forward. Thinking of renunciation he took the 

second step in the service of the people. But that did not 

last long. When he

least expected it, the 'death-call' came. He had to exit. 

There could be no delay.

To such summons no excuse can be given by any 

one. A mother feeding her child, leaves it there and 

answers the call. The extended hand of those who want to 

help the helpless, stop suddenly, when the death-call 

comes. Whatever one has is left behind. Nothing, 

absolutely nothing, can be transferred or carried when the 

death-call comes.

There is no single pattern of response to it. Some go 

by free will, some by over indulgence in intoxicating 

drinks, some willingly, some crying and some protesting. 

But ultimately and undoubtedly all go. Go they must. 

There can be no excuse.

There is no way of knowing how Laxminarayan 

passed his time and in what state of mind he was from the 

period of 1927 to September, 1930. But one thing is sure, 

mentally, he was completely detached. He was in a 

hurricane-hurry to deliver his dues to everyone. Whatever 

he had earned was sufficient. He had no desire to earn 

further. Three years ago he had stopped earning more. He 

was thinking of his wealth in detachment. At that time his 

mental alertness did discriminate between action and 

non-action.

In his industry and business his experience was that 

which is well organised and planned
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1. Dr. S. Vyas, reported to me that Laxminarayan repeatedly 
stated that "My money is public money." That explains his spirit of 
donation.

2. For the details of the Text of the Will please refer to the 
Appendix.



succeeds. He had memorized the Upanisadas. He knew 

the meaning of Yoga. He thought, "Whatever one 

possesses should be disposed of skilfully as the occasion 

and cause demands. I have wealth. Should I not excel in 

utilising that wealth skilfully ? Shree Krishna advised 
1Arjuna to master Yoga. "

In this connection he began to think of  his well-

earned wealth. Everyone has to perform Karma (actions). 

One who plans and acts is a karmayogi, a man of action. 

Every one needs to earn and accumulate wealth. But 

without sharing it, no one gets earthly satisfaction. One 

who utilizes one's wealth in planned way is a skilfully 
2wealthy man, a Dhanayogi, a divine donor.   To master 

such skilful use or appropriation of wealth Laxminarayan 

now commenced his efforts. As per his habit and nature, 

bearing in mind his own status and eminence, he handled 

his public relations. He alone knew the condition of his 

inner self. He permitted no one to peep into it.
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1 & 2. J. T. Molesworth's Marathi-English Dictionary, 
Corrected Reprint of 1975, gives as many as eight meanings of the 
word ;ksx] see p. 678. The relevant meaning for ;ksx] in this book is : 

Consecutive disposition (of the affairs of the universe) as established 
by the Deity and as swaying, or regulating human concernments. In 
this sense dky;ksx] nSo;ksx] izkjC/k;ksx and /ku;ksx- The word ;ksxh is taken to 

mean an ascetic or a devotee in general; see p. 678.



After May 3, 1930, exactly after one hundred and 

fifty days later, September thirtieth dawned. Laxminarayan 

was not conscious of that day as he was ill. He did not have 

the stamina to guage good and evil. It was the thirtieth of 

September. High noon had passed. It was one o'clock in the 

afternoon. The man, who for the fifty-three years of his life 

had carried out his responsibilities to the best of his ability, 

had won success and had given direction to his own 

industrial planning, ceased to exist. Death laid its icy hands 
1

on Laxminarayan.

The helpful hand of the helpless became as 

motionless as a piece of dead wood. Already burdened by 

her own mental agony. Bahinabai's vermillion red mark 

on her forehead, a symbol of a married Hindu woman, 

was wiped out, announcing and ushering her widowhood.

The new of his death spread instantaneously like a 

wild forest-fire. Within an hour or two his bungalow in 

Kanhan was filled with the ocean of humanity. At about 4-

30 p. m. he was cremated
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Dr. Shyam Vyas, family Physician of 

D. Laxminarayan, with his son Babubhai, Prof. V. K.

Chorghade, the original Author of Dhanayogi and

Smt. Vimal K. Bhagat the Translator.

1. In my interview with 97 years old Dr. Shyam Vyas, family 
Physician of Laxminarayan, residing in Kunj, in Kamptee, he stated 
that Laxminarayan died on his shoulder because of old age. Sri 
Balmukund informed me that Laxminarayan died of dropsy.
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1on the sandy beach of Kanhan river.

In the blazing flame-tongues of the funeral fire were 

seen the sorrow-filled faces of his relatives. The Kanhan 

sands were as it were showered that day with rain of 

sorrow and dew of sighs. The small, the eminent, the rich, 

the poor, from every strata of Kanhan society, were 

present there. But alas ! Only one person had gone away 

from among them. He had gone on a non-returnable 

journey, leaving everything behind including his actions 

and his utterances. "I am returning as I came. I am 

returning what belonged to you. I have settled my 

account." So saying Laxminarayan departed, leaving his 

foot-prints on the sands of time and reminding others 

thus:
ok;qvZfuya ve`raeFksne HkLekUra 'kjhje~ A
¬ _rks Lej Ñra Lej _rks Lej Ñra Lej AA

Let my vital spark obtain the immortal air;

then let this body be consumed to ashes. Om ! I ! my mind, 

remember, remember (thy) acts, remember O ! mind, 
1

remember, remember (thy) act.

1. In his funeral procession in Kamptee on September 30, 
1930, at about 7-30 p.m. it was reported, the following dignitaries 
were present; Hon. Justice Tambe, Sir Shankarrao Chitnis, Khan 
Bahadur Mullack, Rao Bahadur Kinkhede, Shri Bhawani Shankar 
Niyogi, Vice-Chancellor, Nagpur University, Shri Trivedi, Deputy 
Commissioner, Shri Pandit, Barrister-at-Law, Goswami Maheshpuri 
and Shri Govindrao Pradhan, see Udyama Monthy, July, 1933, 
Special Issue, p. q. 

***

1. Adopted from "The Is' a-Upanisada", P.11,No. 17.



The statement of account of income and 

expenditure of a poor but virtuous Brahmin Family of 

Kamptee from 1876 to 1930 is closed and the curtain is 

drawn. It is said that traditionally only one person from a 

family reaches the summit of fame by the grace of the 

duty-performance of the family members. The reflection 

of this maxim is found in the lives of many a great man. At 

times perhaps more than one person may achieve 

greatness in the same family. But that man is considered 

to be the greatest who gets the public's prolonged 

applause for his yeoman service to the cause of the people 

welfare.

Such an honour in Pullaya Garoo's family goes to 

Rao Bahadur D. Laxminarayan because he had reached 

the dizzy heights. That is where

CHAPTER  VIII

DRAWING  THE  CURTAIN
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everything ends. What remains to be seen is how much 

and for whom he left his estate at the time of his departure.

There remains Bahinabai, the widow of 

Laxminarayan, a replica of mercy and kindness. She did 

not want that the name and fame of Laxminarayan be in 

any way minimized. Nor did she desire to tarnish her own 

image while expressing her mourning. So she faced his 

death bravely.

By nature she is steadfast, silent and sagacious. In 

words and action she appears to be desolate, detached and 

distant. Having surpassed the state of excitement and 

sorrow she lives her life selflessly, and without expecting 

any reward in return. Unmindful of fruit of action she 

remains detached as she has accomplished whatever she 

could earlier. Laxminarayan has left sufficient amount of 

wealth for her to take care of herself during her life-span. 

She is so contented that she did not expect nor desired that 

much inheritance from her husband. After he died she 

received his matured insurance policy money, but she 

donated it all, for philanthropic purposes in her husband's 

memory without holding back a single paisa from it.1

      The rented house in which she lived as a bride
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Smt. Bahinabai, second wife of 

D. Laxminarayan

1. During the interview she confirmed this fact.



lamp burning. It is he who has to preserve and perpetuate 

the name and fame of the D. Laxminarayan's family. His 

family is well educated and good-mannered. He is the 

only source from where Bahinabai can rightfully expect 
1

help if and when she needs it.

The third remnant is the Nagpur University. Here 

Laxminarayan's actions, opinions and utterances have 

taken concrete shape. He left the legacy of the fruits of his 

labour to it. The University has transformed his wishes 
2

into reality verbatim.

On a quiet, aloof, and beautiful hill the Nagpur 

University has built a towering temple of Technology 

immortalizing him. Though devoid of temple idols the 

twin deity of knowledge and science are worshipped 

there. For technology and science education this 

memorial is built on and is spread over a campus of 70 

acres of land. Without climbing the height of

is now owned by her. In its premises, as mentioned earlier, 
1there is the Ashwattha tree.  Lord Rama, Lord Shankar 

and Lord Hanuman had blessed it. In everlasting memory 

of that and of her husband she has built a beautiful temple 

of Laxminarayan in Dharampeth area of Nagpur City. The 

precinct of that temple has become her abode of peace and 
2

she spends most of her time in it.  She has so designed it 

that worship services, ritual-performances and festival-

celebrations are constantly observed there. The worship 

of Gods and sacred chanting of hymns go on continuously 

there. For paying homage to the Gods long queues of 

devotees are formed in and outside it. The ringing of the 

temple-bells is heard continuously. She folds her hands 

worshipfully before God Laxminarayan and utters 

prayerfully "I am contended. I have done what was 

expected of me".

Next to her is Sri Balmukund, the grandson. Heis 

the eldest son of Rajlakshmi, the great favourite niece 

whose husband Chiranjivrao was like a son to 

Laxminarayan. He is the only surviving successor, the 

one who will keep the flame of the family
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1. Sri & Smt. Kamptikar Balmukund have three daughters 
and two sons, Smt. Balmukund is B.A., LL. B.  They live in thier own 
house named "Yashogandh" on East High Court Road in 
Ramdaspeth, Nagpur.

2. His Will stated as per Clause II that he bequeathed the 
residue of this whole estate to Nagpur University. This amounts to a 
donation of thirty-five lakhs of rupees.
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1. This tree has a luxurious growth even to-day.
2. Bahinabai during the interview stated that during the 

monsoon months she lives in a room built adjacent to the temple.



the hill, no one can enter the main gate of the 

Laxminarayan Institute of Technology on Amravati 

Road. As knowledge cannot be received at the foot of the 

hill one has to persevere to reach its peak. Its location is 

not only high but tends to be higher and still higher. The 

Institute is named after Laxminarayan. Etymologically 

"Laxma" means gold, wealth, estate and "Narayan" 
1

means the final and eternal development of man.  The 

wealth is considered a means to an end. That is, its 

purpose is self-attainment, self-realilzation and self-

enlightenment. Laxminarayan was not a person interested 

in wealth for wealth-sake. On the contrary, he was a 

divine donor, a dhanayogi who skilfully donated his 

wealth at an opportune moment to a deserving individual 
2

or for a genuine cause.

When every outgoing student, as a devotee of 

science and technology at the Institute, pays his final 

homage to its creator,  Laxminarayan the

104 / The Divine Donor

1. In Molesworth's dictionary y{k means a hundred 

thousand, a lakh, see p. 712; and y{eh means riches and wealth, see p. 

712. Laxmi is the wife of Vishnu and is the Goddess of wealth, 
prosperity, splendour ad elegance.

2. This idea is accurately explained in a Sanskrit shloka; 
miftZrkuka foRrkuka R;kx ,o fg j{k.kke~ ! rMkxksnj laLFkkuka ijhokga bokEHklke~ AA

D. Laxminarayan Institute of Technology

Founded in 1942.

Memorial Temple

Constructed by Nagpur University



Divine Donor, the dhanayogi, gets as it were immense 

contentment. Literally 'Putra', means a son who redeems 
1

himself and others from 'Puta', i.e. hell.  Granted that 

Laxminarayan did not have any surviving son but one 

wonders whether thousands of students who as per his 

wish pursue science and technology education in the 

Institute should not be considered his sons ? One may 

even conjecture that Laxminarayan like King Sagara 

stands on the top of the hill giving a morsel of knowledge 

not to one but thousands of sons.

As the time, like an ever-rolling stream, flows away, 

Laxminarayan, by adding many more than 60,000 sons, 

will become even greater than the King Sagara who had 

only 60,000 sons.

Drawing the Curtain / 105

1. Sri K. P. Kulkarni in his Marathi Etymological 
Dictionary, 1946 edition, explains that in a way iq+=k] a son means iquke 

ujdkr =kk;rs bfr iq=k%] see p. 504, but he does not consider this meaning 

as scientific and accurate, see p. 507, iq=k also means a son, a boy.

***
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1. I, D. Laxminarayan, son of Pullaya Garoo, 

Telugu Brahmin, resident of Kanhan, situated in the 

Ramtek Tahsil of Nagpur District, Central Provinces, 

India, make this my last Will and Testament on this third 

day of May, Nineteen hundred and thirty. I hereby revoke 

all former Wills and Testaments hitherto made by me.

2. I am possessed of both movable and immovable 

property as set out and described in the schedule hereto 

annexed. The whole of the said property is my self-

acquisition, acquired with the gains and profits earned by 

me in my mining business during the last twenty-five 

years and upwards. I am the sole and absolute owner 

thereof. None of my

WILL  AND  TESTAMENT

of 

The Late Rao Bahadur D. Laxminarayan of 

Kamptee, dated 3rd May, 1930
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my life-time, my executors need not pay to the said 

Society the said sum of Rupees one lakh.

Should the Society be not in existence at the time of 

my death, the amount bequeathed to the said Servants of 

India Society shall be applied towards the objects 

mentioned in Para. 11 of this Will.

6. I give and bequeath the following sums of 

money to the following persons :-

(a) Twenty-five thousand rupees to Kumari                  

Kusumbai, daughter of Mr. K. V. Andhare,                     

Pleader of Kamptee. This sum shall be her sole   

and absolute property. Her father Mr. K. V.               

Andhare shall have no right to utilize it for any           

other purposes.

(b) Twenty-five thousand rupees to Kumari               

Kumudbai, daughter of Mr. S. R. Pandit,             

Barrister-at-Law, Nagpur.

(c) Twenty-five thousand rupees to Mr. C.                         

Hanumant Rao of Secunderabad, who is my                

intimate and sincere friend, and who rendered                    

me yeoman services in the management of my               

house property at Secunderabad (Deccan).

(d) Twenty-five thousand rupees to my friend. Mr.           

Vinayakrao Rangopant Saptarishi, Pleader,          

First Dal Oli Street,

relatives have any claim or interest therein.

3. I have no issue at present. All my children are 

dead. My Wife Shrimati Bahinabai is alive. 

4. I hereby appoint as my executors the Deputy 

Commissioner of Nagpur and Government Advocate. I 

direct them to spend Rs. 2,000/- on my funeral and 

obsequial rites according to the usage of my caste and the 

Hindu Shastras. They shall also pay my debts and 

liabilities if any as soon as they conveniently do so. I 

direct them further to take out probate of my Will and 

defray all charges and expenses incidental to the probate 

proceedings.

5. I hereby give and bequeath the following sums 

of money to the institutions named below :-

        A.   One lakh of rupees to the Servants of 

India Society at Poona to maintain a permanent branch at 

Nagpur. The said Society shall invest the sum of Rupees 

one lakh in any of the recognised Banks of Bombay or 

Calcutta, and utilise the interest alone derived therefrom 

for the maintenance of a permanent branch at Nagpur 

with at least three members working and the corpus shall 

absolutely remain untouched. I am contemplating to pay 

this sum during my life-time. If I do not pay it during my 

life-time, my executors shall pay the sum to the said 

Servants of India Society on the above terms and 

c o n d i t i o n s .  I f  I  p a i d  t h e  a m o u n t  d u r i n g  
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absolute use and enjoyment. On her death the sum so 

invested in Government Securities be applied and utilised 

towards the objects specified in Para. 11 of this Will.

Should my wife predecease me, the foregoing 

bequests of her should be applied and utilised for the 

objects specified in Para. 11 of this Will.

I further direct that if my wife desires to reside in 

any of the houses mentioned in the Schedule hereto 

annexed, she should be allowed to do so.

I further direct that a sufficient sum should be 

set apart for the repairs and maintenance of the house in 

which my wife resides.

I further direct that if my wife does not wish to 

reside in any of the houses mentioned in Schedule hereto 

annexed, my executors shall purchase a house for her 

residence in such cities, localities, or towns as she may 

choose.

9. I have no issue, male or female, at present. All 

my children are dead. If, by God's blessings. I get a son 

hereafter and he is alive at my death, a sum of two lakhs of 

rupees should be set apart and invested  in Government 

Securities and the interest accruing thereon should be 

applied towards the maintenance and education during 

his minority. The said securities shall be made over to him 

on his attaining majority.

Kamptee City.

Should any of the persons above mentioned be not 

in existence at the time of my death the amount 

bequeathed to him or her shall be applied towards the 

purpose mentioned in Para. 11 of this Will.

7. I direct that a sum of rupees 14,000/- be invested 

in Government Securities and the interest accruing thereon 

be paid to Smt. Radhabai, widow of my youngest brother, 

Gopalakrishna, residing at Karve in the Karad Taluka, 

District Satara, during her life-time, and on her death the 

amount invested in such securities should be applied to the 

purposes mentioned in Para. 11 of this Will.

8. I give, devise and bequeath to my wife, Shrimati 

Bahinabai as absolute owner of all my house-hold 

furniture, wearing apparel, books, plates, pictures, cattle, 

Motor-cars, and all sums of money which may be found in 

my residential house at the time of my death.

I further bequeath to my wife, Shrimati 

Bahinabai, the benefit of the Life Insurance Policy No. 

170925 for Rs. 50,000/- effected on my life in the Oriental 

Life Insurance Company, Nagpur Branch.

I further direct that a sum of two lakhs of rupees 

be invested in Government Securities and the interest 

accruing thereon be paid to my wife for her
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11. I give and bequeath the residue of my whole 

estate, both movable and immovable property consisting 

of Cash, Government Securities, outstanding debts due to 

me, fixed deposits in Banks and Firms, houses in 

Kamptee, Bungalows in both Nagpur and Secunderabad 

(Deccan) and a Bungalow at Kanhan together with 

offices, out-houses, stables, garages, servants' quarters, 

garden, together with an area of 11.94 acres of land and 

malik makbuza fields, and absolute occupancy fields in 

mouza Waregaon in the Tahsil and District of Nagpur to 

the Nagpur University, earmarked for the teaching of 

Applied Science and Chemistry to the Hindu Students 

domiciled for not less than six years in the Central 

Provinces and Berar. I direct that my executors shall 

keenly watch and see that the Nagpur University 

authorities shall faithfully and honestly apply and utilize 

the amount so bequeathed for the purpose specially 

mentioned by me in this para, and it is spent for no other 

purposes. It is the holy and sacred duty both of my 

executors and the Nagpur University Authorities to 

scrupulously carry out my desire specified in this 

paragraph.

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of 

the various clauses of this Will, I authorise my executors 

to convert my immovable property into Cash.

During the minority of my son, my wife shall be 

the guardian of his person and the Court should appoint a 

guardian of his property either singly or jointly with my 

wife. If my wife is not alive at my death, the Court should 

appoint a guardian of his person and property during the 

minority of my son.

In case my son dies during his minority the 

property bequeathed to him should be applied and utilized 

towards the objects mentioned in Para. 11 of this Will.

10. If a daughter be born hereafter, I bequeath to her 

a sum of one lakh of rupees to be invested in Government 

Securities and the interest accruing thereon to be applied 

(1) towards her maintenance and education suitable to her 

position in life and (2) towards the expenses of her 

marriage. The expenses of her marriage be met with from 

the corpus of one lakh of rupees the balance of the fund so 

bequeathed to make over to her on her attaining majority. 

The provisions hereinbefore made in Para. 9 with respect 

to the guardianship of the person and property of the 

minor son shall apply mutatis mutandis to the 

guardianship of the minor daughter.

Should more than one daughter be born, a similar 

provision should be made for each daughter as provided 

in Para. 10 of this Will, subject to the same conditions.
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PROPERTY, Rs.      A.P. Rs.      A.P.

Nagpur Freehold

Property ... 2,32,489-15-4

Less Depreciation ... 6,975-0-0 2,25,514-15-4

Nagpur-Purchase of

Dharampeth phots ... 2,420-0-0

Kampthi-House in 

Juni Oli  ... 793-12-0

SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS.

Balance as per last

Balance Sheet ... 813-9-0

Less Depreciation ... 120-0-0 693-9-0

MOTOR CARS.

Balance as per last B/S. 20,089-6-7

Less Depreciation ... 3,000-0-0 17,089-6-7

In witness whereof, I the said D. Laxminarayan, 

have set my hand to this last Will and Testament, this 3rd 

day of May, One thousand nine hundred and thirty. The 

whole cf this Will is written in my own hand-writing.

(Sd.) D. LAXMINARAYAN,

3-5-1930.

Signed and acknowledge by the Testator D. 

Laxminarayan as his last Will and Testament in the 

presence of us all present at the same time, who in his 

presence and at his request and in the presence of each 

other have subscribed our names as--

Witness :-

(Sd.) V. M. Kelkar, 3-5-1930.

(Sd.) R. S. Thakur,

Retd. Dy. Commr., C.P.,

3-5-1930

(Sd.) A. R. Bambawale,

Retired Deputy Superintendent

of Police, Nagpur, 3-5-1930.

SCHEDULE *
ASSETS

* As referred to in Para. 2 of the Will.
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MORTGAGES, Rs.      A.P. Rs.      A.P.

Mrs. Krishnabai ... 2,695-0-0

DEPOSITS,

Allahabad Bank Ltd.,

Fixed Deposit ... 1,10,000-0-0

Bansilal Abirchand

Bank ... 2,00,000-0-0

C.P. & Berar Co-

Operative Bank ... 5,00,000-0-0

Safe Deposit ... 14,15,807-5-9

Seth Ramkrishna

Ramnath ... 75,000-0-0

Prospecting Deposit ... 100-0-0

Imperial Bank of

India, Fixed Deposit 10,00,000-0-0 33,00,9607-5-9

LOANS,

Nagpur Automobile &

General Engineering

Co. Ltd., Nagpur ... 1,00,000-0-0

Seth Nainsukh 

Kanniram ... 2,000-0-0

Mr. M.B. Niyogi ... 3,000-0-0

Mr. S.R. Pandit,

Bar-at-Law ... 20,000-0-0

Seth Raghunathdas

Baruka ... 10,000-0-0

Vidarbha Mills Ltd. ... 70,000-0-0

Mr. C. K. Ram

Choudhary ... 62,155-4-10

 Rs.      A.P. Rs.      A.P.

Mr. E. R. Rao ... 8,000-0-0

Mr. Goswamy

Maheshpuri ... 25,000-0-0

Mr. K. R. Joshi ... 2,000-0-0

Seth Harinarayan

Lakhani ... 1,000-0-0

Shambhoo Bala ... 500-0-0

Mohd. Mustafakhan ... 3,000-0-0

Mr. Venkatraman ... 300-0-0

Mr. S.Narsingarao ... 1,000-0-0

Mr. S. H. Rabbani ... 1,000-0-0

Mr. K. Ramchandra 

Rao ... 700-0-0

Shrimati Venkatrao

Gujar ... 20,000-0-0

Seth Beharilal

Bansilal ... 500-0-0

Mr. G. A. Davli ... 3,000-0-0

Mr. B.M. Vasavada ... 75-0-0

Mr. N. A. Dravid ... 4,500-0-0

Mr. D. Ganpatlal ... 2,500-0-0 3,40,230-4-10

ADVANCES TO SERVANTS,

Tukaram ... 5-0-0

Bodha Gowary ... 2-0-0

Kaodia ... 5-0-0

Nanajirao ... 290-0-0

Chhedilal ... 25-0-0 327-0-0

ASSETS (Contd.) ASSETS (Contd.)
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 Rs.      A.P. Rs.      A.P.

INVESTMENTS,

Nagpur Automobiles

& General Engi-

neering Co. Ltd.,

Share, Nagpur ... 17,000-0-0

Pioneer Insurance

Co. Ltd., ... 1,250-0-0 18,250-0-0

TYPEWRITER, 505-8-0

Less Depreciation ... 75-0-0 430-8-0

Stock of Manganese ...

Ore on hand ... 1,057-8-0

Book Debts considered

good Messrs.

Killick Nixon and Co. 

Ltd., Bombay. 22,233-12-10

CASH & OTHER BALANCES,

Cash with the Cashier 11,909-14-3

Cash with Seth

Jagannath ... 12,000-0-0

Cash at Imperial

Bank of India ... 23,000-0-0

Cash at Allahabad

Bank Ltd. ... 2,000-0-0 48,909-14-3

 Rs.      A.P. Rs.      A.P.

Amount spent on

preliminary items 5,810-14-5

Grand Total ... 39,87,363-15-1

LIABILITIES

CAPITAL,

Rao Bahadur

D. Laxminarayan,

Balance as per last 

Balance Sheet ... 40,04,497-7-11

Deduct Net loss as

per Profit & Loss

Appropriation A/c. ... 17,133-8-10 39,87,363-15-1

DETAILS OF SAFE DEPOSIT OF Rs. 14,15,807-5-9

mentioned on page 1 of this SCHEDULE.

1930

FEBRUARY, 13, Rs.     A.P.

Fixed Deposit in Imperial

Bank of India, 

Secunderabad, 

(Deccan) ... 10,90,000-0-0

Current Account with

Imperial Bank of

India, Secunderabad

(Deccan) as it

stands to-day ... 5,801-0-0

ASSETS (Contd.) ASSETS (Contd.)
KAMPTEE WATER WORKS PRELIMINARY EXPENSE.
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 Rs.      A.P. Rs.      A.P.

Bungalow No. 41 on 

Oxford Street, 

Secunderabad

(Deccan), being the

cost price of the same... 25,000-0-0

Bungalow No. 22

(Shanti Bhavan) on

St. John Rd., 

Secunderabad

(Deccan) being the

cost price ... 57,000-0-0

Anand Bhavan

Bungalow on Marudopalli

Road, Secunderabad

(Deccan) being the

cost price ... 70,000-0-0

Gold Bulliion deposited

with Rai Bahadur Bansilal

Abirchand, Kamptee,

in iron safe duly locked

and sealed ... 2,10,000-0-0 14,57,801-0-0

 Rs.      A.P. Rs.      A.P.

Kanhan Bungalow

together with Offices,

out-houses, stables, garages

and servants quarters with

11.94 acres of land ... 20,000-0-0

1930

FEBRUARY, 13,

Malik Makbuza fields

in Mouza Waregaon,

Tahsil and District

Nagpur. ... 3,000-0-0

Absolute occupancy

fields in Mouza

Waregaon, Tahsil

and District

Nagpur ... 2,000-0-0

Six houses in Modi,

Kamptee ... 2,000-0-0 27,000-0-0

                                             (Sd.)   D. LAXMINARAYAN

                                                                         3-5-1930.

Will dated 3-5-30, opened on application from Mr. K. A. 

Chiranjivrao on 6-11-30. Copied in Book No. III, Vol. I, on pages 38-

54, as Serial No. 4, on 7th November, 1930.

(Sd.) District Registrar.

DETAILS OF SAFE DEPOSIT (Contd.) PROPERTY NOT INCLUDED IN THE SCHEDULE
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(3) Rs. Six thousands shall be paid to Mr. Gopal         

Rao Rangopant Saptarishi.

(4) Rs. Six thousands shall be paid to my niece         

sister Saubhagyawati Buchirajubai, wife of              

Manthani Rajannah, resident of Manthani in the 

  Nizam's dominion.

(5) Rs. Ten thousands shall be paid to the Tahsildar       

at Manthani for the construction of a Library           

building and purchase of good and useful books           

for the use of the public at Manthani.

(6) All the sums to me from Rao Bahadur S. R.           

Pandit shall be condoned and nothing will be           

recovered from him.

(7) All the sums due to me from Mr. C. K.                           

Ramchowdhury of Kamptee shall be condoned                 

and nothing will be recovered from him.

(8) And all the sums due to me from Mr. Gopal                 

Dajiba Dalvi shall be condoned and nothing will 

 be recovered from him.

(Sd.) D. LAXMINARAYAN

Kamptee,

Dated 29-9-30.

Witness

1. . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .

Codicil to Will, dated 3rd May, 1930 :-

Substitute the following for clause 6 of the Will :-

(A) Twenty-five thousand Rupees to Kumari                                      

Kusum Bai, daughter of Mr. K. V. Andhare,                   

Pleader of Kamptee. This sum shall be her sole               

and absolute property. Her father Mr. K. V.                

Andhare shall have no right to utilize it for any             

other purposes.

(B) One Lakh of Rupees to Mr. K. A. Chiranjivrao,                

my younger brother's son-in-law, who is at                

present living with me. 

Should any of the persons above mentioned be not 

in existence at the time of my death the amount 

bequeathed to him or her shall be applied towards the 

purposes mentioned in Para. 11 of this Will.

(Sd.) D. LAXMINARAYAN

Dated 1-8-1930.

codicil, dated 29-9-1930 :-

(1) From the whole of my self-acquired property            

the sum of Rs. 2,00,000 (Two Lacs) shall be           

paid to my younger brother's son-in-law Mr. K.        

A. Chiranjivrao.

(2) Rs. Twenty thousand shall be paid to the Nagpur 

 Branch of the Poona Seva Sadan for the                       

construction of the building at Nagpur.

***
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Events Probable Dates

1. Migration of Garoo family

from Andhra Pradesh to

Kamptee, Maharashtra State .. About 1700 A.D.

2. Birth of Laxminarayan in 

Kamptee in House No. F/328 

in Modi Lane, Ward No. 6 .. January, 13, 1877.

3. Birth of Gangadharrao .. 1879.

4. Birth of Gopalkrishan .. 1881.

5. His "Munj" (Thread Ceremony) .. 1885.

6. His sister's marriage with 

Gangadhar Papayya .. 1885.

LAXMINARAYAN'S  LIFE  SKETCH
AT  A  GLANCE

7. His first marriage .. 1885.

8. Gangadhar's second

marriage with Laxmibai .. 1897.

9. Death of Pullaya Garoo .. 1898.

10. Will of Y. Kakolam .. Nov. 11, 1899.

11. Death of Y.Kakolam .. July 29, 1904.

12. Death of Laxminarayan's 

first wife .. 1900.

13. Laxminarayan's second

marriage with Bahinabai .. 1901.

14. He obtained Manganese

Ore Industry Licence .. 1905.

15. Published his book

"Writings and Speeches" .. 1920.

16. He established First Pioneer

Insurance Company in C.P. & Berar

& became its First Director

and Chairman .. 1921.

17. Title of Rai Saheb and Rao Bahadur

conferred on him by the British

Government .. 1926.

18. He established Municipality 

in Kamptee .. 1927.

19. His election as Member of

Nagpur District Council .. 1927.
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20. He as President of Nagpur .. 1927 and

District Council 1930.

21. His election as a Member of the

Council of States of the

Indian Parliament .. 1930.

22. Will was signed and sealed .. Sat., May 3, 1930.

23. Death due to Dropsy in Kanhan .. At about 1 p.m. on 

Bungalow at the age of 54 years. .. Tuesday, Sept. 30,

1930.

24. His cremation on the 

Kanhan river bank .. At about 4-30 p.m. 

on Tuesday, Sept. 

30, 1930

25. His Will was opened and

made public .. Oct., 1930.

Ashwattha - A peepul tree, a sacred tree for the             

Hindus; ficus religiosa. It is called  

v'oRFkukjk;.k when viewed as a                

divinity.

Bandhana - A sacred thread used in the thread     

ceremony for a male Brahmin boy.

Bharat - The younger brother of Lord Rama        

whose descendants fought the               

Maharabharat War.

Brahma - The first of the Hindu Trinity of Gods         

who is the evolver, constructor and          

fashioner but not the creator of the        

Universe. He is the divine substance          

or essence and cause of the Universe.

Brahmin - A person who knows Brahma. The          

Brahmin Caste is the first and the         

highest caste within the four-

CONCISE  GLOSSARY

***
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gita, Shivgita and Naradgita, perhaps   

composed between 500 to 200 B. c.

Indra - The name of the Deity presiding over   

Swarga, Heaven, the Hindu paradise;  

the Deity of the atmosphere.

Jattas - The Long hair matted, or clotted as  

worn by Lord Shiv and by the      

ascetics.

Kartik - A Monsoon month in the Hindu    

Panchang, Calendar.

Karma - An act, deed, any performance of  

action; religious action such as  

sacrifice or ablution.

Karmayogi - A person who performs an act, deed,                 

sacrifice; a man of action and not of       

words, a person devoted to action    

without keeping his eyes on the fruits  

of his actions.

Laxmi - The wife of God Vishnu. She is the      

Goddess of Wealth, prosperity  

splendour and elegance.

Mounji Bandhana - The ceremony of investing a Brahmin 

male child with sacrificial thread.

Maharaj - A deified teacher. It is a form of

fold caste system in Hindu society.

Buddha - The Enlightened One Lord Buddha,               

the ninth incarnation of God Vishnu         

and the Founder of Buddhism.

Chandra - The Moon, a Satellite of the Earth,           

revolving round it monthly.

Dakshina - Alms or money or presents given to a      

Brahmin priest after performance of a 

 religious rite, ritual or ceremony.

Dhoti - A plain cotton garment about five  

yards, or loin-cloth wrapped by a         

male round his waist and legs in place 

 of trousers.

Dhanayogi - A skilful, masterly donor who  

donates his self-earned wealth not for 

 wealth-sake but as a means to and  

end, as a trastee. It applies to a person  

who is not money-loving, money-   

seeking, purse-proud, covetous, or  

avaricious.

Dhana - Wealth, Estate, Property, Riches.

Guru - Hindu spiritual teacher.

Gita - A title or name applied to sacred,  

celestial poems such as Bhagwat 
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Panhare - An adjective used for the precious  

metal gold.

Puja - Hindu Idol worship, homage of  

superious or adoration of Gods.

Prasad - Favour, graciousness, propitiousness 

 anything, a fruit, flower, rice sweet  

cereal given by an idol, a guru or a  

saint or a seer as a blessing, or mark of 

 favour.

Puranas - The sacred, poetical works in the  

Sanskrit language. They refer to  

Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva and are  

eighteen in number. They comprise  

the entire body of Hindu theology and 

 deal with five topics, namely the  

creation, the destruction, the  

renovation of the world's, the  

geneology of Gods and heroes, the  

reigns of the Manus, etc.

Purnima - The Full Moon night.

Rai Saheb and - An honorary insignia conferred on 

Rao Bahadur distinguished Indian Citizens by

the British Government.

Shankar - Lord Shiva called Mahadeo, the third  

deity of the Hindu Trinity.

respectful compellation to saintly  

superiors by the disciples.

Niyogis - A Brahmin sub-caste name used in  

Andhra Pradesh.

Narayan - A name of God Vishnu a deity who  

existed even before the birth of the   

worlds. It also means a man or money

Peepul - Ashwattha tree, a sacred tree for the  

Hindus; Ficus Religiosa.

Padukas - Shoe, slipper or foot-impression of a  

God or a God-like person kept for the  

purpose of worship or adoration.

Pandavas - The descendants of Bharat, the   

younger brother of God Rama. They  

were descendants of Pandu, were  

descendants of Pandu, like Yudhisthir 

 and his three brothers who faced the  

Mahabharat  War against  the  

Kauravas.

Paisas - Indian copper coins. The Indian  

currency having rupees, annas and  

pice. One anna meant four pice and  

one rupee meant sixty-four pice,  

before the decimal system was  

adopted.
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teach that Matter is an illusion, Maya  

and the sole existence is one and all  

pervading spirit. They are mystically  

speculative treatises dealing with the  

Deity, Creation and existence.

Valmiki - He wrote an epic poem Ramayana  

which records the exploits and  

adventures of Lord Rama.

Valya - A man of generosity.

Yog - A Spiritual or abstract devotion,  

consecutive disposition of the affairs  

of the universe as established by the  

Deity, a way or means of attaining  

unto the fruition of Brahma such as  

B h a k t i y o g a ,  K a r m a y o g a ,   

Dnyanayoga or Dhanayoga.

Yogi - A performer, an actor, of the abstract  

meditation called yoga, an ascetic or a 

 devotee or a saint. He does not care  

for pleasure, pain amusement,  

possession profit, reward, or fruit of  

his action.

He is considered as irascible,  

vindictive and terrible. He is a God of  

destruction. He has a third eye in his  

forehead along with a crescent, the  

Ganges flows from his head, he has a  

necklace of a king cobra, and a blue  

throat, nilkantha because he drank the 

 poison produced at the churning of  

the ocean.

Shravana - The fifth month of the Hindu year  

during July and August.

Tahsil - An administrative unit for land  

revenue collection.

Taluka - A block revenue unit within a District 

 under the Collectorate.

Telugu - A South-Indian language spoken by  

the people of Andhra Pradesh State.

Upanisadas - Etymologically an Upanisad means  

"a sitting down at the foot of an  

instructor".  They are sacred  

scriptures of the Aryan Hindus. They  

inculcate an abstract and speculative  

monotheistical worship. They deny  

the actual existence of the material  

universe and ***
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A Bandhana, Mounji, 6, 

Amravati Road, 104, Balaghat, 43,

Andhara Govindrao, Belgium, 44.

father of Bahinabai, 32. Bengal-Nagpur Railways, 

Andhra Pradesh, 56. 29

Applied Science, 93. Bet Narayan Maharaj,

Ashwattha Tree, 2, 3, 4 Patron-saint, Guru.

26, 102. 52, 53, 66, 70, 471, 72,

Arjuna, 96. 76, 78, 79, 83, 84, 88.

Aryabhusan Press, 61. Bhagirathi, daughter of  

Linga Bhatt, First wife of

B Gangadhar, 31, 

Bahinabai, second wife of Bhandara, 43.

of Laxminarayan, 32, Bharat, Brother of Lord  

68, 69. Rama 2, 26, 41, 52,

Balmukund K. grandson 79, 80.

of Gangadharrao, 76, Bombay, 42, 53, 54.

77, 78, 79 Brahma, 2.

Brahmin, 3, 5, 6, 7, 11. D

13, 15, 26, 74 Dakshina, 7.

Bricks & Tiles Factory, Dasaratha, 10.

40, 41. Daughter-in-law, 16.

Buddha, Gautama, 2. Death-God, 67.

Dhanayogi, 58.

C Dharampeth, 102.

C. K. alias Cankayya Dhoti, 8.

Naidu, Cricketer, 54. Dronacharaya, 9.

C. P. Prospecting Syndicate, E

30.

Cantonment Board, Engineer, 43.

Kamptee, 55, 62. England, 43, 75.

Central Provinces and Englishman, 43, 44.

Berar, 93. Esquith and Lord's, 54. 

Chandra, moon. 10.

Chandrapur, 32. F

Chargaon, mines, 29. First World War, 45.

Chemistry, 93. France, 44.

Chiranjivrao, K. V., son-

in-law of Gangadharrao, G

husband of Raj-lakshmi, Ganesh, Lord, 1.

75, 76, 77, 80. Gangadhar, D., 11,  21,

102. 27; School, 30; marriage  

Chhindwara, 43. with Bhagirathi, 31;

Council of States, 54, thread ceremony, 31, 

62, 63, 94. Guru-devotion, 70;

INDEX
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J Radhabai, wife of 

Jabalpur, 43. Gopalkrishna, 31.

Jamshed, Tata, Iron & Kedgaon, Bet Narayan

Steel Industrialist of Maharaj Trust Place,

Bombay, 44. 52, 53; Gangadhar 

shifts there from Kamptee,

K 66, 76, 78, 79, 83.

Kaivallyopanisada, Upa- Kolar, river, 29.

nisad, 90. Krishna, Lord, 2, 20, 96.

Kamptee, birth-place, Kunti, aunt of Lord

home-town of D. Laxmi- Krishna, 20.

narayan, 4-7; 19, 26,

34, 51-55; 59; 62, 65, L

71, 79, 82, 83, 100. Laxman, brother of

Kanhan river in Kamptee. Rama, 1.

33, 39, 40, View bun- Laxminarayan. D., son

galow, 50, 74, 79, 83, of Pullaya Garoo, ten-year

97, 98. old, 16-24; Kakolam's

Karad, Taluka, 31. support, 27-29;

Karimnagar, in Hyderabad school; 30; married, 31;

of Andhra Pradesh, 13. business, 32; second 

 marriage, 32; Uncle's 

Karma, action, 96. death, 34; bread-win-

Kartik, Monsoon-month ner, 35; Manganese Mines,

in the Hindu Calendar, 7. 41, Legal Counsel, 41;

Firm D. P. L. 

Karve, Home-town of 44-50, clothes, 54;

eight children, 68; son- Laxminarayan, 11, 21 

in-law for daughter 28, marriage with Radhabai,

Rajlakshmi, 73; Radhabai, 31; death, 66.

Change in style, 77; Gopal Mukund, Buty, 22.

Kedgaon, 78; Persu-

aded to return to Kamptee, H

79; absence from Hanuman, Lord, Monkey-

House-warming ceremony, God, 2, 102.

81; pressure for division Hindu, religion, students,

of Property, tradition, scriptures, 4,

82; death, Nov. 18th, 13, 19, 33, 88, 93.

1927 in Kedgaon, 83; Hindu, The, the English

88, Daily of Madras, 60.

Gangadhar, Papayya, 13. Hitavada, The, the English

Gautama Buddha, 2. Daily of Nagpur,

Garoo, Pullaya, Pullaya's 61.

family, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9-19, House Number, 26.

21, 25, 28, 31, 33, 86, Hyderabad, 13.

91, 100.

Germany, 44. I

Gita, 66. India, Indians, 42, 43, 44.

God, God's, Goddess, Indian Parliament, 62.

God-father, 2, 3, 4, 5, Indra, God, 10.

9, 10, 12, 13, 24, 25, Industrial Chemistry, 75.

27. Isahavasyopanisada,

Gopalkrishna D., Upanisad, 90.

youngest brother of D. Italy, 44.
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sinking, 91; Will, May Maharaj Bag club,

3, 1930, 91; parting Nagpur, 54.

words, 94; detached

from 1927-30. 95; Maneckjee, Dadabhai

memorized Upanisadas, Sir, Bombay-Industrialist,

96; Dhanayogi, 96; Bar-at-law, Legal

death on September 30, Counsel of Laxminarayan,

1930 at about 1-00 41, 50.

p.m. and cremated 97, Manganese Ore Mines,

98; 40, 41.

Laxminarayan Institute Manthani, Rajanna,

of Technology established son-in-law of Rambai's

in 1942 in Nagpur. 104. sister, 29.

Manthani, village, 13.

Laxminarayan Temple in Mantra, incantation given

Nagpur built by Bahinabai, by a patron-saint,

widow of Laxminarayan, 102. 70,

Matriculation Examination,

30, 60.

Local Board in Kamptee, Military Engineering 

54. Department, 30.

M Modi club, Kamptee, 54.

Madras Mail, train, Modi Lane, Kamptee, 4,

53. 7, 19, 26.

Madhya Pradesh, Old Montague, Butler,

Central Provinces, 42- Governor, C. P.  &

44, 59. Berar, Chancellor,

reading, 56; Donation in-law for Rajlakshmi,

of Books to Andhra Gangadhar's daughter,

University Library, 75; Chiranjivrao stays

56; Dhanayogi, 58; with him, 76; Wrote a

Failed Matriculation letter to him in Calcutta,

Examination, 60; Safe- 77; incapable of

Box, 59; book "Writ- continuing business, 80,

ings and Speeches" 61; spent forty-one thousand

welfare activities, 61; rupees, 78; coaxed

President, Cantonment Gangadhar to return

Board, Nagpur Dis- to Kamptee, 79; purchased

strict Council, Director bungalow in

& Founder-President of Nagpur, 80; estate

Pioneer Insurance Co. in Secunderabad, 81;

62; Elected Member, house-warming in Nagpur

Council of State, New bungalow, 81;

Delhi, 62; sold Manage- against division of

nese D. L. P. Industry, Property, 81; Gangadhar's

65; occupied Kanhan death, 83; more

View Bungalow, 66; introspective, 85; dizzy

mind grieved, 67, all heights, 100; name &

children died, 68; fame, 101, 103; Institute

sadness due to death of Technology, 104;

of twelve children, 69; Listener, 86-88; 

tears at night, 70; Forest-dwelling stage,

Prasad, 71; affection for 89; Fond of Philosophy;

her, 73; selected son- 90; melancholy,
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minarayan's mother, 3, Sita, wife of Lord Rama, 2.

6, 11; 18-24, 28, 30, Swetketu, 49.

33, 34, 41.

Royal Swan, 64. T

Rupees, 15. Tata and Bengal Iron

Company, 44.

Technological education,

S 76.

Sagara King, 105. Telangana, region in

Sarvajanik Sabha, Quar- Andhra Pradesh, 5.

terly, published from Telugu, caste, language

Poona, 61. of Andhra Pradesh, 5,

Satara, Western Maha- 74, 91.

rashtra, 31. Tirodi Manganese Ore

Secunderabad, Laxmi- Company, 65.

narayan's Bungalows, Tom, Dick, Harry, 49.

property, 81.

Servants of India Society U

founded by Namdar Upanisadas, 6, 90.

B. G. Gokhale, Poona, United States of America,

92. 44, 46.

Shankar, Lord Shiva, I,

2, 102. V

Shravana, a monsoon Valmiki, hermit-saint, 48.

month in Hindu Valya, 48.

Calendar, 7. Vanprasthashrama, forest

Shastras, 6. dwelling stage, 89.

Nagpur University,      2.

59. Philosophy, 90.

Mansar, Village, 29. Pioneer Insurance Co. 62.

Police Sub-Inspector, 32.

N Poona, 61.

Nagpur, 4, 32, 43, Prasad, 71.

54, 80, 81, 92, 102. Puranas, 6.

Nagpur & Berar Times,

The, English Daily of R

Nagpur, 61. Radhabai, wife of Gopal-

Nagpur District Council krishna, 31, 92.

Local Government, 54. Rajlakshmi, daughter of

55, 62. Gangadhar, wife of

Nagpur University as a Chiranjivrao, mother

donee in Laxminara- of Balmukund, 73,

yan's Will, 93, 103. 74; three daughters & 

Naidu, K. S., Rai sons, 76; went to stay

Bahadur of Wardha, at Kedgaon with her

62, 63. father, 76;

Nana, brother, 86, 88. Raghava, 10.

Niyogi Brahmin from Raj Yogi, Bet Narayan

Andhra Pradesh, 6, 26. Maharaj of Kedgaon,

70.

P Ramtek Tehsil, 55.

Pararaju Garoo, 26. Rama, Lord, Temple, 1,

Pandavas, 21. 2, 26, 41, 52, 102.

Peepul Tree, Ashwattha, Rambai, Ramabai, Lax-
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Vedas, vedic Brahmin, Y

hymns, 2, 5, 6, 13. Y.  Kakolam, the uncle

of Laxminarayan, 26,

27; house, 29, 31,

W support of Pullaya's

Will, Y. Kakolam's 35; family, 34; donation,

Laxminarayan's 63, death, Will 34, 35, 36.

91-93. Yoga, 96.

***
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